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__ of all thoſe, whodeſire to know or retain the ſworn 
- to Principles of 'the ſometimes famous Church 
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 Thatthe Preſent Publick. | 


RESOLUTIONS. 


"And dProceedings , do Import a Conjundion with the 
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MALIGNANT Party 
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In the Kingdoms , andof the Stn , Danger 
and $ candal of that Way. 


Seek A. .. That thereisa Malignant Party ſtill in the Kingdom. 


4 N the Entry- ro this buſineſſe , the Importunity o* not-a few 
SE makes it needfull ro ſpeak ſomwhar to a 0s Ro ueſtion which unto this  * 
Rte time hath been unqueſtioned , as beyond tion, That is, 
-$999; there be yet in Scotland a Mali —retey ? Or, Whether 
= chece be ar this rime HO Partie who may and ought in Reaſon 
. and Chriſtia 6 privienes e reputed and looked upon as Ma- 
Nana and difafſeQted to the Covenented Cauſe of God > It {eems the mo- 
re needfull roſpeak ſomwhar of this, Firſt, Becauſe ſome Miniſters are become 
flack and filent 1o this point, as if now there werenoneed of Watchfullneſs 
and Warning againſt any ſuch, partie. 2, Becauſe rhe expreſxions of many of 
the be. people of the Land run that way, that there are now no Ms s in 
; and rhart 3t is but a few atious Miniſters thar will keep up 
yg names z. that they may more eafily wirh. others of their oan ſtamp 
- weaken and divide the Kingdome for carrying on of their oun ends. 3. Be- 
cauſe the-Inclinations and Reſolutions of the Publick Judicatories in reteren- 
ce-to moſt of the Party who carryed that name , doth clearly import that they 
do think they are no more. to be looked upon as Malignants » 2s appoges from 
ſeveral of their Arq eſpecially rhe Letter writren-for- {atiſfattion to the 
And therfore thi muſt be laid down as the Founda- 
"Lc F whar follows. ” That. there is (till in the Land, not. only a. few per- 
os, bur a Party conſiderable for Number, Power and. Policy , whoare Ma- 
” lignans aud diſsaffeQed to "the © Covcoanr and Cauſe of God, We would 
© £ joya heartily in the defire-of many_, thas-theſe and other ſuch-like - Odious 
Y. names of gifferent” parties and. faGhions were taken away 3 But we cahnor 
A ho pg | 'A joyn 


Sul bi ASSET FILM 5 LIST Ip. Het 
L : — SCE; "—_ X 


OT. C _” Sons a int Yate een TS EPS ©21 . > Sa Pb nd 4% y 
oy RR en nn eo ES A Es >” uy F- £ 25þ Eg on RN. 8 EEE iS OK I det ub 2 kf 
FJ FN, mo . : \ - ET C's IFs- 6 24 - ; DER 5 WINS.” >. * We 
J * v $ « #7 - #4 my ST 7 IRE ant C, >. Wes Y at # By £O>+ . 2 _ 320BEY 
CY an Trad E ” = 3 bd 0 C - 5 
97 2 EN-%2 *% , 


- W-" Soo Tr” 21 We. ary CI Eon SECT og Bi 42 . 
2 . k YL 4» n , D al "os Re, 
4 Y 5 he. 3 Bu £7 vb £ < 4 
: \ \ G © Sw 
4-» a $3 2s Z's >. 4 25. 
Fs **2"4 ” ” 
. : 
« 


joyn in. the Reaſons of this deſire 'which are ordinarly given,  Wewiſhthe * 
name Malignant were Obſolete and antiquate , ifſo berhe rhing ir ſelf, which | 
is ſuch a root of birrerneſse , were extirpared our of the Church; yea chough 
the thing ir ſelf remained , if men would hare it for it ſelf, and account"ir 
more odious and harefull rhan the name imports, we would be glad ir wete 
no more heard of : Becaufe we find rhis prejudice by all ſuch Appropriated 
Names , that People generally Looks upon that which goes under x his na- * 
me as the only fin : and as jf there. were not that root-of birrernefs in alt which 
ir grows out of in any ;-and ſo conceive. themſelyes good Chriſtians if they 
fall nor under that harefall Appellation of Malignants. 'Bir ſeing this birter © 
' fruir of Enmity againſt Godlineſs and the Godly ,comes ta.more ripeneſs and 
marurity ina many of this Generation'than in others, who: yer are uaconyer- 
xed : Andſzingir hath been the Cuſtome of the Church -of "God in all Ge-. 
nerattons, to diſcriminate many more Ungodly and-knoiin. barers of Godli-: 
neſs and his people from the common ſort of naturall people', and ro gom- 
prehend them under 'theſe names*, of Wicked, of Malignant > of Enemies , as 
may appear in the old Teſtament , eſpecially in whe Pſalms. [And more eſpe-- 
cially in our days, that name hath been appropriated ro ſuch who: have de-- ' 
clared- thgmſelves in their words or Aﬀions robe haters of Godlineſse:and. 
the powerThercof , and his People. Or have arifen ro the heighr 'of Actu- _ 
all. Oppoſiridh againſt theſe; we cannor be blamed for uſing ſuch a name ftill, 
for diltinftions ſake. We proceed ro ſome Reaſons. « | Rs Wn 
(r.) The conſtant and Continued Proceedings of the_Generall Afsembly and 
their Commiſſioners for many years paſt unto this day. 7 
There is not almoſt any of their Warnings, Declarations or Remonſtran- 
ces, which doth 'nort Alsert this , and warn againſt ir, and that nor only be- 
fore the Kings home coming and taking of the Covenant; bur alſo fince rthar 
rime , as is eyident by the Declaration emirted by the Commiſrionin Fuly Laſt, 
the Declaration of the Aſrembly ir (elf a lite afters' by rhe Declaration emir-' 
red at Sterling fince the defear at Dumbar.z the Cauſes of the Faſt upon: that 
defeat, the Remonſtrance ro the King ar- Perth after his eſcape, rogerber-wirh 
' the Remonſtrance m_ in by them to the Parliamem ; All which doeclear- 
ly hold forth this Truth. SR Oe, OS TT ET 
| (2) Take Chriſts Rule, By their fruits. ye ſhall know them. Thereis agreat - 
Party.in the Land that adhere ro Malignant Principles, bring forth Malignant _ - 
_ fruits, and tread” Malignant Paths. As may. appear in theſe inſtances.” (1.) &—- 
great many of theſe who have been formerly eogaggenng ſuch Contfes, and un- 
fl Church Cenſures, didlately Conjoyne together a in Arms, anddrew a- 
| j way che King from rhe Publick Counſels of the Kingdom; refuſed ro Lay + 
'*down Arms till they got Conditions agreeable to their mind, which Courſe: of _ 
theirs was juſtly declared by the Commiſsion to carry upon: it the ſtamp of Ms- 
 dignancie in an Eminent way. (2.) The gong be promove and Eſtablifh an Ar- - 
A bitrarie Powerin the Perſon of the King » as it hath been ſtillthe Endeavour of the - 
' Malignant Party , ſoithath been alwayes raken by rhe Kirk 'of Scotland as one __ 
of their Charadters, and tharrhere-isa Party now in- Scot/and, who ſtill hold thar 
Principle and drive this Defigneof Arbitrary Power is eyident, Firſt , Becauſe the- 
«res | -Y 
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ſeſame men who were Lately in Arms, did not only 


- Subſcrived by them, and in the Remonſtrance of rhe Commiſsion of the Gene: 
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a , 


| | \rr take up Arm$upon the _ 
Kings fimple Warrant, and without rhe Knowledge artd contrare to the mindof z 
the Commirree of Eftates; Bur alſo received the Att of Indemnity; and laid? 
down Arms , in'obedience rorhe. Kings Majeſty, without ſs much as mentio-# 

ning or Acknowledging the Committee of Eftares,as it is to beſeen ina Pa 


rall'/Afsembly dared at Perrh-Novr. 29. 1550.” The words whereof are theſe. 
Your Lordſhips would -Likewsſe Conſider » Whether it doth not Encroach upon the preſent 
Conſtitution of Goverment of this Kingdom, and will not Involveyour Lordſhips inthe 
Guilt of theſe mens Sin, if Yow ſhall accept upon their Laying doun of Arms ly u 

the Profeſcion of Obedience to the. Kings Command » without any eee lrg" their reſpes 
and obedience to the Committee of Eſtates', or any Acknowledgment of their fin and Offence: 


which we hope yow will look, upon as. a moſt Unnaturall unſeaſonable rending of the 


_ Kingdom, in the tyme of this beavy 0p rene 4 common Enemy , and expofing the' 
l 


10 XY to all miſery andrume. 2. It may be remembred rhat in the firſt Modell 
of the Aggreement which was made ar Bredab,rhar clauſe which doth'concern the 


- determining of Civil marters in the Intervall of Parliamear , by ſuch as are Au- 
thorized by Parliament forthar effe@, and the Rings Majeſty hearkening to their 
Advice, was wholly lefr our. And any who are aquainrted-with eſstons and 


.. Inclinations of ſundry Great Ones in the Land, are not ignorant of their dislyke of 
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» & Commitrree of Eſtates,and rheir deſire ro have theAdminiſtration of Matters in 


the Incervall of Parliament wholly devolved uponthe Kings Councell. - And'the 
ſame ſpirit that would draw.buſinefſe from the Commitrree ro a Cabinet Councell, 
would at laſtdraw-rhem from rhe Parliament irſelf : Becauſe rhar is alſo ; if nor 


' more croſsing to-privare [atereſts and defignes rhan a Commitree of Eſtares. 3 In- 
"ance. There 15a Party in the Land whos 1 their bearrsthey doenvy,and in their - 


rongues doe Traduce men that have been ſtedfaſt and fairhfull in rhe Covenanr 
and Cauſe of .god'; fo do rhey Endeavour o the urmoſt of their power, robri 
theminto- Diſgrace and Contempr , and to get them removed from Power an 
Truft ';. And uponthe other fide ſtudy .with no leſse diligence to ger places of 
Power and Truſt in the Army and elswhere filled with ſuch as either have been o- 
penenemies:orſecret underminers. 4 Inſtance. Be there nor many who oppo- 
ſe rhe Kingdom of [eſus Chriſt an&Work of Reformation? nor wy by holding 
> thar old Calumny of Malignanrs, concerning the ſedirious and faftious hamor 
"Minifters » and their ſtretching of themſelves beyond their lyne , andby moc- 


© 
. Hagel fairkfull and free preaching ofthe Word, and by bearing down the power 


Godlineſse,. deriding and hating all rhe loyers and followers thereof ; by being 


- Impatienrofrhe diſcipline and Cenſures of the Church; Buralſo looking upon 


the Government of che Church withaneevileye : And ſtrongly enclyning , ſo-, 
meofrhem, that Church Government be: pur in the hands ofa few Prelazes; molt: 
of rhem that it may be wholly deyolved upon che Civil Governmear. - 5. loſtan-* 
ce. There is ſtill a party .in the Land rhat-endeayour to have the ftareofthe 
Queſtion altered. and to have Religion left our of the fame; Thar ir being ftas . 
upon Civil Intereſt, they may take to themſelves a greater Latirude in their . 


' way of carrying on buſineſs. This was holden forrh ro be the defigne of the Ma- 
lgnaar Party in_the year 1649, as kane * the Declarationofthe-Commiſsion 
le: A 
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fe the ſame. © 
Anſwer. This Acgmmgs: fippateed ſome 

| peſtdoubtfull, and ſomethings dangerous, ''n | | 
it was aground and principle of- Conſcieuce and; reſpeto the Kings Authority 
_ | '; 


\ 


did they fubſcriye” it of the ſame againſtrhe Ring 2, 2. It 


AUCS C ſhall namea' 
farther {crutigie. - 1. The Narurall ny og in 


ris of all wen che Lordand bis Anointed, his workand h! people, 

nd the power of Godlineſse , which doth effeftually workin the Children of di- 
bedience. - 2- An Enmityagainſt che Power of Parliament and Laws. 3, An 
inmiry agaiaſt the Unioo of che Kingdoms, / 4. An Enmity againſt the Power 

of Prelbyreries andrhe Diſcipline of rhe Church, +To which are oppoſed,” A. 
- infull defireof breaking the bonds, and caſting away rhe Cords of the Lord and 
his. Anoynted ;- A defire- to eftabliſh an-Arbitrary Power and unlimit edMo- 

reby ; A defire/ro Eſtabliſh a Loardly Prelaricall power in the Perſons of a few , 

avethe Goveramenrt ofthe Church wholly Toaatois on-the Civil Power; 
& defire ro. difsolve the Union of the Kingdoms , that they may be thereby 
weakned and leſs able ro reſiſt Malignane D agaiaſt Religion and Liderries;. 
A defire to livelooſly without bandsin regard of perſonallReformarion. 

2- Irf{uppoſerh ſomthing thar is ar beſt doubetull , ro-wir, *Thatrhe King hath- 
Eu Ecurtder unto the Cauſe of God, there being ſmall Evidencesof it, and ma- 
ny preſumprions to the-Contrary. Eſpecially. rt. His bringing home with him 
into the-Kingdom a number of eminear, wicked and known Malignants. His 
countenancing of» and familiar converſing with fuch in this Nation fince his co- 
ning, anc Correſpondence with others of them abroad. His deſerting of the 
Publick Gounſellsof the Kingdome, ahh to a Partic of bloodyand wicked men- 
raiſedin Artns with his Knowledgeandby his warrand. 2. His not being con- 
vincedof any guilr in his Father , becauſe of his oppoſition to the Cauſe and Co- 

anr, n tanding of all the blood of the Lords peopleſhed by him in thar 
polition, - For verifying wherof, we appeal to the Knowledge of ſome No- 
nen and Miniſters who haveoccaſion roknow his mind , and ro beſerious with- 


himin thisrhi = | Ss : 

poſerh ſomrhing that is of very dangerous Conſequence x. Thartthe- 

mensZealto. the Caule or againſt it , doth ebb-and flow according to the Kings} 
ingagainſtiror for tr. Since they follow the Cauſes nor for ir ſelf but for the 7 
2.:Will they nordeſerr it when the Kiag forſakes it > Can they be accounted * 
tends of the Cauſe who are knoun ro favour ir only ad murum Principis * 
As the Comedian art, 410, negat, nego. * Is it notall one to follow the Caule for 
King and fora. mans oun Intereſt and a 2? both are alike Extrinfick 
ad Adventitions to the Cauſe , both are alike Changable. - Eccebulus under 
Confenime was a preciſe Chriſtian, under Fulian a perſecuring Apoſtare, and 
men again uader the nexr Chriſtian Emperor became a\Chriltianz. Andiris 
lkeif. e had outlived that Emperour till a Heathen ſucceeded , he ſhould have 
Paganized the ſecond: time; 2, That very principle that is pretended ro __e 
| . _thew 
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'then\ tothe Cauſe is ihe felfmoſt nag fo to the Priviledgesof Parlia® 
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ment and Liberties ofpeople , andto our Religion beſide. Their principle ofops 
poſition was , They conceived the way follawed cauld net be warrantable withourthe 
Kings Conſent and warrant. That people might not vindicate their oun juſt Rigbtr and. 
Liberties, and their Religion,without the Kings Concurrence,or againſt Him. Now tlien, 
the principle of their conjunftion_ro the cauſe muſt be this > Becauſe it is now y 
cloathed with Authoritie which it had not before , and which now make: it marrant- ” | 
; able. This principle therefore includes in the boſome of it, the cſtablighing 
of [llimired and Abſolute Power in Kings , the Unlawfalneſs -of 'defenfive 
; wars againſt Tyrannie and Oppreflion, 'the Kings Negative voyce , and the 
- dependent Power of Parliaments upoa- his Pleaſure : Ku which are principles 
deſtructive of the Cauſe and our Liberties, and the very charaQers of our 
Enemies from the beginning. . Thus they bave changed their way bur nor- 
their principles, and are now the more :dangerous thar rhey may nor be 
looked upon as Enemies , bur as friends. Seing ir is manifeſt , thar ir is nor 
the love of the cauſe rhar conſtrains them » and they know, it was not that 
principle that perſuaded the King, but meer Neceſlity, contrare to his oun iti- 
clination. May we nor certainly expe , that according to their principles they 
will labour ro ſer art freedom hs King whom they conceive Impriſoned an& 
captivated by the power of neceſlity within the limits and bounds of a regu» 
lated Monarchie , and to looſe from him all rheſe chains of Inyoluntary 
Treaties and Agreements, and rigid Lawsand Parliaments », that he may then 
aft in freedom and Honour according to his oun inclination and theirs both, 
nd thea farewell Rel/igionand Liberties. | ER ON: - vg 
ObieQion 2. The moſt part of theſe who were formerlie Malignant, have 
now repenited of that fin, and make profeſſion of their reſolution ro adhere 
tothe Covenant and Cauſe of God, and to beſtow their lives and Eſtares in 
defence thereof: Therefore they are nor now to. be eſteemed Malignants, 
Anſwer. We would wiſh from our hearts that we had no anſwer to this 
Argument, then ſhould we yeeld the point in hand , and yeeld it-cheerfully, 
. that there is no Malignant party now 1n Scotland. 'Bur, alas! that we have 
1 ſo-mnch | evidence convincing our conſciences and perſuading them ro den 
| whar is objefted, We acknowledge. ſome have indeed repented, and ſuch 
we deſire ro embrace and receive with all renderneſs 8& love, as Godly Chri- 
ſtians , worthy to be entruſted :*” Bur yer the moſt part of them- do ſtill 
bring forth the ſame Malignant fruits. Their ungodly and wicked pradti- 
ſes reſtify ro their face rhat they have nothing zo do 70 take bis Covenant in,. 
their mouth , ſeing they hate to be Reformed. The lare riſing in Arms, con=. 
rrare to their ſolemne and particular engadgments ; Their bearing down _ - 
F and reproaching the Godly \, and ſuch. as are of known Integrity ;_ Their 
ſtudying to fill places of Truſt with men formerly -Enetmies or Underminers ; -- & 
Their continuing in their profane -and looſe walking. All rheſe are more_ 
convincing evidences of their reraining their Old principles , than re Extor-. 
red confeſſions-or profeſfions, for finiſter reſpe&sand ends , can be probable ſigns. 
of their repentance and change. 7 bs NO 


We dere theſe things ro be remembred, That the  Engadgmens was wo E 


—— 


— 


| Te I CORIANDER Ie PT, Wo” HTK MAI Ra "I LM 
" K "a 


wy 


: 


em OI SAT at -_, Y br od ES m_ 
< + E/IDS Eb 4 } & 25h fp JOLENE 
_ 
= - > 
Re { 


— ryeddn;, not by Open andprofeſſed Enemies; but ſuch as had made publick 
ofcflion_ of their repentance, and were Jhervpo0 admirred.ra truſt, 2. That 
uh conſideration 'of 'the hypocriſy and” ioftabilicy of theſe men appearing in- 
that and other. particulars! ,-' the” Kirk<and” Kingdom of Scotland did take 
upon themſclves ſtrair Bonds and Engadgments to exclude ſuch from Truſt, 
untilliſuch time ag they had given reall evidences of the reality of their Re-. 
pentance , and of abandoning their former Principles and wayes ; of which - 
'this . Kirk was to judge Impartialie as in Gods fight. 3. That ir hath bgen 
confefled and/preached by manie Godly Miniſters, and was given in by ſun- 
. dry in. the time of rhe ſearch of the Lords. Controverſy againſt the Land ,in 
Novr.. laſt at Perth, and hath been bemoaned and Togratru Aro of the 
people who feared God; "That there is a grear deal of fin and Guilt Lying on 
the Kirk of Scatland, for theſudden receiving of Scandalous perſons, eſpecially 
Malignants, to the publick profeſſion ofRepenrance before there was 1n them 
any reall evidence of their forſaking their former Principles and wayes. _ 
. ObjeQion 3. None are now to be efteemed Malignants, in reference to 
Employment and Truſt, 'bur_ ſuch as ſtand Judiciallie Debarred by Kirk and 
State to. be-ſo : NE SSHRly anne are not to ly under the burden of fo great 
- 4 reproach, upon the privar whiſperings and Common. reporrs- of others ; 
. otherways, honeſt men may be wronged, and there ſhall be no end of con- 
Tape, or terminating this {Fades » there being no certain Rule to walk 
init. SETS : 8 pack 
Rwy, We Acknowledge that ſurmifings, whiſperings and reports of 
others are. nor ſufficient , bur that a Rule is needfull. All the Queſtion will be, 
. what 1s that Rule > : And though the Judiciall debarring of Judicarories be | 
= .nor all, bur it muſt be Ruled by another Rule, yer are we willing ro rake 
It for ſo much :_ for even thax will prove there is yet a Malignant Party-in 
Scotland: Becauſe many are ftanding urder Church Genſures.-.-Theſe invol- 
ved in the Late Rebellion, are ſtanding under a ſentanceof the Commiſſions 
declaring them to be following their p * Malignant defignes, few of them 
are yet admitted ro profeſſion of Repenrance.. We defire ir may be Con- 
| fidered , that the Rule holden, forth by the Kirk of Scotland, 1648. for 
admitring of Perſons ro Truſt , is of largerextent than Judicial! ſetence 'or 
Cenſure, To wit , that they be ſuch againſt whom there is no juſt cauſe of 
- exception nor jealouſy. 2. Albeit a Judiciall rryall or Cenſwre - be indeed ne- 
ceſfary , for inflicting puniſument or Cenſure upon men :. Yer ir is nor neceſſary 
for ayoyding Aﬀociation wirh them ,or Jadoering them from Truſt, 3. If none 
were to be accounted Malignants, butrhey who are; Judicially. declared to be 
ſach ., _ what needed the Kirk of Scotland -have frequently taken ſo much 
Pains, to give CharaCters to know them by ; there being {o clear and Com- 
 prodionay, way beſyde? Hath there not- been alwayes in the Land ſecrerun- 
erminers as well as open Enemies ? And hath nor faithfull men avoyded the one 
as wellasrhe other ? 4. [The Generall Aſembly 1548. Declared the raking in 
_ of theſe who followed/ Fame, Grebame to be Afsociation with Malignants , 
though moſt part of rhem were then Releaſed from Church Cealures, 
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Seftion"s' Thar the Preſent Publick Reſolutions, exprefiee - 
in The Commiſſions Anſwer to the Parkaments Quere , 


and the Att of the Levic,doe not exclude that Party. - 


' N the next Place , Uport ſi Hf and proof, that there is a Malignant Party 
; & facion ſtiffinrthe Land; It isneedfull co-examine, whether the excepri 
_ cantained 'in the Anſwer of the Commiſsion to the Parhaments Quzre, and 
inſert intothe'A@ of Levie, be ſo Comprehenſive as to include alf thar Party. 
The exceptions be four. Etrſ#, Such ar are excommunicated. 2. Such as are For- 
faulted. 3. Such as are Netorionſly Jes flagirious, And 4; Such as have been 
from the beginning, and continues ſtill , Or at ebis#yme ave» ob ſlinace Enemies and oppoſers 
of the Covenant and Cauſe of God, Thar theſe are nor Comprehenſiveofrthe whole 
Malignant Party m the Land, appeats. DF ge, | b 
Firſt, The Rules of the General Afembly framed for. the exchifion of alk 
ſuch, as ought norto be employedit our Armies, are far more Cotprehenſi- 
ve. The Rule is for pi ymchny. be fuch only: & are of « Chriſtian and blumeleſs 
Converſation, which is turned over by- their Commiſsioners into' a Negarive;, 
All that are not notorianſly profane or flagitious: Another is, For entruſting only 
- theſe who have beenof knoun Integrity and:Conſtans Friends ts the Cunſe from: 
the begmning, Which is alſo turnedover imo a Negative; Ml bat have not been. - 
Conſtant Enemies. All fuch, by the anſwer, are Capable of ſome Truſtand Employ- 
ment, The: Rules agreed upon by the Aſbembly, and Ratifyed by A of Par- 
liament Anno 1649. And renewed occaſion of this Tivaſion , was, > That 
no Officer nor Souldier hat follewed fumes Grabam, ſhould be permitted in the - 


" Far 


Army ;-Nor any Officer that was onthe En ent , _ ſack as upor 


Reall evidence of Repenrance, were Particularly Recommended by the Church, 
Nor any Common fouldier » bur upon ſufficient Teſttnony of his Repentance. + 
Now fince it is prove&, rhar the moſt pare of all ſuch, continues fir} Malig- 
narits, and rerains their old Principles ; And that the bulk and bodie of rhe 
people ares Called forth by the Publick Reſolurtorn ; withour fuch exceptions 
as wete conceived before neceſsary » for rhe excluſion of that Party ; Ir follows 
clearly, that rhe Malignant Partie is nor excepred in the preſent Reſoluejons, - 
 - 2. Few of theſe who, were in the Late Rebellion , and dectared , not ma«- 
ny days fince, 'to be following a moſt Malignant deſigne and Contfe, are Con- 
rained under theſe exceptions ; Becauſe very few of rhemare Excommunica« 
red or Forfaulted: atd'though troeof rhem be indeed flagitionsand Profane; 
Yer very few of them will fall under the Compalse of the Exception, Noro- ' 
"riouſly flagitions. Many wicked things will be faid r&' concur 10 make up a 
Profane man; ſome aCtts-will nor. ferve; a habit muſt be demonſtrated: and 
rhough thar- were fhewed; Yer there muſt be alſo Notoriety of it ; which im- 
ports man to be famous for Loofies and Profanity L d there be none al- 
moſt , f -any,, in the Land, who have been profeſfsed Enemies: Fom thee degig- - 
ning, and Continneſo torhis day. s Graham was not fuch; It is the marrer 
of our ſad Cotnplainr, thar whilit many: are Enemiess they: make P ' 
and Semblance of friendſhip. 3. Theſe exceptions doe not Comprehend a- 
| o* ny 
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Honeſty #qd Credits _ 
Toy i en wo make them lacfeual}. 


X ing theſe men of blood who followed s Grebam ,- and in 
_ : barbarous and Cruel wey , ſhed the blood of their oun Brethren and 
.Gi : ponge 3 becauſe the moſt part of theſeare nor Ex communic eved nor For- 

_ Nor Notersoufly flagitious and Profine, Nor ſuch as heve from the be- 
| Bn and axe flsll Enemies. If any will ſay » that fuch ate Comprehen- 
[hrs rheſe exceptions, Why did the Commiſion expreſie the exceptions 

hd 7p mg as t@ mens common Apprehenſwon do nor include \meny 2 of- 


there are known Rules, and diſtin, wichove Ambi- 
ng there is luck a Pr in Rulers to eaiploy all wichour 
FI which would yndoubredly take Adventageofnop thing that ſeemed 


10 look that way. | 
Jr is we pghograr pe that the ſecond part of the Anſwer , relating ro the | 
Capacity of Seca wihes ſawe [noonvenience. 1, Thete is no poſi- 
tive: CET hn Lyotheniong of Begun v0 ths input, as in £or- 
mer times lr was as Peron ng their- Commiſltoners : but 
that 1 is now referred to. he crevion of the Parlamesor; rp po 
pg eng s chemgreat Latitude to Before » Mo truſt 
Now - it is allowed they have fome rut : 
"and at gion ch 6 is not ene, nas Whas: gr vn 


Hon her Teton el ern 
ule Vygetety "hencmfe ſhould <3 ro At 
_ rainy Incegreeze , ave [ C | 
oſt gre diminiſhed They who are | recommended ro be eſpeial- 
| Yr te notice of, Leſs could nor bt ſaid by any, more onghe r0-have been 
dy oC omneſins, And though ob ſuch notice betaken of ſuch dy rhe Par- 
| Bur on the Contrare; thaſe who bave been moſt fairbfull > and 
ET, thelare defear at Hamilronn, They ate uſed as Enemics » Yorſe than 
 Malignants io former tiges 3 yet there is to Tvikioning gies agaiaſt ſach 

things. tz Its Cen 


uantummutatus ab Farr! 
Before we enter upon the Chief Queſtion $  Weoffertheſe manifeſt and known 
Truths ro Coqrom rata 

I, The Occafion Coupiring, and mcmongy:. firſt the Nationall Covenant, 


=_ Yea the Selemne League and ha » Vas, The deignes on" 


: C9, TE at 
of the Popiſh, Prelarical and Maliguanr Parti, againſt Religion and the Work 
of Reformation in theſe Kingdoms, 2: Since the Contriving and ſudſcriving 
of the ſame it hath been the continual endeavour of that Party... ſomrimes 
by Undermininig, and ſometimes by open Oppoſition , to undo thefatne, and ro 
bear down all thoſe that clave honeſtly 'therero, and faithfully proſecure all 
the ends thereof, '3. Thar rhere hath been theſe many yearspaſt , andftill is, 
- ſuch a Party ,in all the three Kingdoms, Conſiderable for Number, Power and 
Policy.44. That rhar party bath always proſecured their defigne, under a Colour of 
zeal and reſpe@ro'the Kings Authority and Intereſt. 5.Thar that party hath al- 
ways been the Authors and Abetrors of much' bloodſhed , many Miſeries and 
ſad Calamities to theſe Nations. 6. Thar the People of God in theſe Kingdoms , 
have taken upon themſelves a moſt Solemneand” Sacred bond of ane Oath and 
Covenant to Diſcover them; and bring them ro Condigne puniſhment; 7. Thatir 
hath been one of the predommanr ſins of Scorland under the bond of the Coye- 
nant, to Comply with-them. . 8. Thar Indignation and wrath from rhe Lor&y*. 
bath been following that Party afid their Defignes theſe years paſt, 9. Thar © 
Complyances with them hath alwayes been Curſed ro us of God:/ ro, That 
few of that Party,doe really Abandon & forſake their corrupr Principles and way,. 
and joyn Cordially in the Cauſe and Covenant. "11, Fhat flanyof rhem doe, - 
after rhe Profeſſion of rheir Repentance for rheir-oppoſirion to the Cauſe and 
Covenant of God, relapſe frequently into the ſame fin. 12. Thar ſudden re- 
ceiving of many of them ro Fellowſhip and Truſt, and roo great Credulity  - 
in belciving their profeilidns, harh often coft this Land very dear. 13, That 
upon Conſideration of the deep Treachery and Hypocrifie of theſe'men , and 
rhe ſad Conſequents following upon ſudden receiving of them ,withourEvidence 
of a Change gafter long and renewed Experience ;this Land renewed their obli- 
gations more ftrictly in the Solemne Engadgment,” 14. That there bath been. 
a Deſigne driven theſe rwo'years'paſt, ro ger tharPartie again' in Power and- 
Truſt. 15. Thar this deſfigne hath been” reſtified againſt, by che Publick Re. 
_ ſolutions of rhe marr unto this time, 16. That as it hath been driven 
at very cunningly and Attively , by many Inſtruments and Arguments of ſe- 
verall ſorts ; ſobath ir gainedground peece and peeces untill ar Length many 
* of them are brought into rhe Court, and to the Armie and Judicatories in. 
the Countrey: And now , by the Publick Reſolutions, they are genetally to be 
employed and Intruſted. Thus the Defigne is Accompliſhed, Bur 17, Theſe- 
men do not ſatisfie themſelves with ' fome Degree of Power ; But endeayour- _ 
ro Ingroſs the whole power of the Kingdome into their” 6un hands, and- 
ftudy to bring into Contempr z and Cull our theſe, who have been and do- 
continue Conſtant in the Cauſe of God: 18. That baving power into their - 
hands, They muſt a according to-their oun Principles, and for eſtaliſhing. 
their oun Ends, And Laſtly, Thar theſe Principles and Ends, are deſtruRiye to., 
the Covenantand Work of Reformarion,. ES | 
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That the Employing of ,. and Afoociating with the Malig-. 
__ nant Party, according. as is contained in the Publick Re- 
- ſolations,, is Sinfull and Unlawfull. AE SR | 


F' there bein the Land a Malignant Party of Power:and Policy , and the 
| arprons Contained in the A4#.of Levig doth Comprehend but few of 
that Party ; Then there needs be no more- difficulty to prove, that the Pre= 
fent Pablick Reſolutions and Proceedings , do import ane Affociation and Con» - 
junRion with a Malignant Party ,-than to gather a Concluſion from clear 
Premitses. But rhar -ſuch a CanjunGtion 1s in it ſelf finfull and unlawfull;, * 
andbeſides ; A violation of our ſolemne'Oaths and Engadgments;; A backſly- 
ding froinonr Principles | and Profeſsions., And a walking Contrare ts the 
whole renure and. current of our former Reſolutions and prattifes ,- is now ro 
be made manifeſt. | PE 4 Fe ot 7 
Firſt, We reaſon from that Conſtant, ſtanding and perpetuall Rule, which the 
Lord gives concerning the modelling and-Carriage of-the Armies of his peo- 
ple in all their: Wars. © Deur. 23, 9. When. the Hoſt goes york 4g ainfl their ene- 
mies , then Keep thee from-everie wicked thing. - . And after. If there. be p yorw., 
any man that is unclean, by reaſouJof uncleanneſs that Chancethhim in the night, then. 
ſhall he go abroad out of the Camp , he-ſhall not come within the Camp. (If for 
Cerementall untleanneſs he was to be excluded much more: for Mera/l, as our - 
Divines Reaſon. from rhe Old Feftamenrt 1n the point of Excommunication; 
and if-for untteannefs. not Voluntary , much more for Yohuntary.wickedneſse:) 
'The Reafon of all is given verſe 14, for the Lord thy .God walks in. the midſt of © 
the Camp; to diliver thee, and to give up*thine Enemies. before thee : Therfore ſhall 
thy Camp be holy ,” thas he ſee no unclean thing in thee and. turn away from thee. 
Even as they. would expe& a bleſsing of-rhe Lord, ſo ought they to keep their 
Camp holy »as he is holy ; He givesnorſuch-a ſtrict Rule for the-Competren- 
cy of Number \, as for the Qualifications of the Perfons,/as being the Prin- 
cipall thing. -Therfore rhe preſear Conjundion' with ſo: many. ungodly and 
wicked men , that have formerly declared. rhemſelyes Enemies to God and 
his people, and ro this day give no evidence to- the contrary, is fifull and. 
-unlawfull,- + APE 10k | © AXES ST, 
2. The Lord hath frequently in ſcripture declared. his diſlike and hatred of: 
fuqp/ Aſsociations and Conjunions. The Scriprures cited in rhe GeneralF 
-Aſsemblies Declaration in the year 1648. againſt the Engadgmenr , are ſuf- 
ficient, proof of this. - We ſhall rake the Argument as it is formed by. the Com- 
miſsjoners-of that Aſsembly ,: In their Anſwer to the Obſervations of the- 
Committee of Eſtares upon the Aſsemblies Declazarion. Pag. 7. ” Every En- 
”padgment in War, that is pretended to be: for Religion, and hath in it 
>To federacie & Afsociation with wicked men, enemies of True Religion is- - 
*finfull and unlawfull, - Bur the preſent Engadgment in'War, as ir is held-. 
” forth. inthe Publick Reſolurions, is pretended to be for Religion ;. and yer: 
hath'in ir a Confederacy and Conjundtion with wicked men , and Enemies- 
of Frue Religion, -Ergo. The ſecond Propoſition is evident from the. rwo firſt 
Sections. REES 6 T: "IP " The- 
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. * + The firſt Propofiion is proved from chele Scriprares foremenrioned , God 


forbade Conjanttions and Confederacies with the Enemics of his Caulc and ' 
le.” Nor only rae Canzamtes, Exod. 34. 12. 15. Dear. 7. 2. and other © 
eathens , Such was 4ſa his Coyenant with' Beabodad 2. Chron. 16. ro. verſe 


10, Ahaz his Confederacy with the King of Aſ;yria 2 Kings 16.7, 10.2 Chron, 


13.16. But alſo with wicked men of the feed of 4brabem » as ain bats 
with 4bab 2 Chron 18.3. 4nd dbab King of Sree! feud wane Be K 


_ of fudah, wilt chow go with me to Ramoth-Gilead > And 


4s art , wy people as thy people ', and we will bs with thee in the war. 
Compared wich 19.2. Aud hob the ſon of Hanans the Seer z went vue to 
meet brim » and ſaid to King Feboſbaphat, Shouldſt thuw help che umpodly, and Lo- 
oe ther that hate the Lord * wberefire is wrath upon thee. from e the Lord. 


And with a47iab 2 Chron. 20, 25. And after. this did #4 bas King of 
i echedy. Wick 


Tndeh joyn himſetf with 4baziah King of Iſrael, who did wery wickealy. 

being _ for , he would nor ons with Ahaziah I Kings 28> 49. , 

Then ſaid Aba3iah the Son of Ahab unto phat , Lee my ſervants go with thy 

ſervants #n the ſbips * Typo yes gang noe, And then Amaziah's Aſso- 
25, 


ciation With Ivodoo of {ſracl 2 7, 8,910. Bur there came 4 man 


of God 40-him , ſaying , © King, Let net the - Artie of Iſrael go with thee 3 far the 


Lord us nat with Iſrael ,, #6 wit » with ail the Children of Ephraim. ver $. But 


| of thiw will yo, &o it, be for the battel : God ſhail makethee fall before the 


Enemy : for God hath power to help and to Caft down. ver 9. And giab {aid - 
to the man of God. But what wp Fry oe | 


Eieſr boaſl 


. ver. 11. Ephraim alſo 3s like a 
6. 14,15. Be 
th raghteou- 


enemies and, 
them as tricads 8 
Pal. x39. 21. | | 


The Commigtce of Eſtates at rhat time endeavoured to elude the ſirengrh 
of theſe Scriptures, and vindicate their Engadgtugoc from the falling wi _ 
| : | ec 
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the Compaſse: of them. But the Commiſion of the Aſtembly thas. year 
. _ . took the: wack off rheir cvaſions. Would to God we nod ae cies Pany to - 

_ deal with now. It was the evil and Coaplaine of that time , rbat Church - 
and Stare was divided, Bur whar ane eviltime are we now fallen into » thar 
the uajon of theſe in this point, is the complaint of many of the Godly > 
The Commiſion, in their Letter to Sterling Preſbyterie » ſets. up rhe Commitrees. 
anſwer inia new-dreſse , and holds irout for ſatisfaGtion ro our Conſciences. All 
that is anfweredmay be reduced ro three or four heads,  , ___ _. 

z.. There is made 4 great difference berween, ane Inw4five and Defenſive War, . 
as. if in the.onc , Choiſe of Inſtruments ought ro: he ſought : burio the caſe of 
Juſt and necefgary defence » all ſubjeQs tay be Imployed. 

Fo- which we anſwer. 17; Thar the: Scriptures cited. conclude moſt exprefly 
again Conjuntions of rhat-Kiod. in defenſive Wars. Such #s Cor 
venant's ſuch was 4Abex his Confedracie » Was-nor the reproofs of the Prophers-. 
directed particularly agawſt the peoples ſeeking of belp trom Egypt: and 4f3-: 
_ ria in the Cate of their oun- Juſt and, necefrary, defence >. Fer. 2. 18. Hoſes 

13-\ «nd 7; 8, 11. Jſay. 3. 12, 13.'2 Chron. IG, $0 ver 1e..:2, The Law and. 
Rule given Deut. 23. 1s General, regularing all their Wars whether Defenſive 
or Offenſive ; and iz-is firange that any: fhayld imagine ſuch a. diflerence. whe- 
re the Law makes none*; nay, when the ground of the Law is Morall and 
Generall, equally reſpetting all Wars. Is there any Ground of Conſcience, 
why wicked perſons may not be kept in the camp: when we' iovade others, 
and 'yer theſe may be employed and entruſted when we defend our ſel-. 
ves?-If there be any Reaſon ro preferr-zhe one to the other in" this. potar, 'we 
relays. np oj ncalion, be ar ey PReibiNg  oomncnke agar 
Us. 10JjUit 1n ;, Ne 18.074) ' puriuing at age! 

us :- and therfore we ought ro be moſt render and circumfpes, thar therebe 
no unclean thing in. the Camp , and putaway every wicked thing from us, 
eyen-che appearance of evil ; Leſt we add oyito'the flame of his ladignation, 
and he ſeeing ſuch ane unclean thing in us , turn yet further from us. Excepe we 
fay , that we need nor take &@ care to: have God in the camp with us, when 
we are = Juſt andneceſsary- defence ,ſeing our Cauſe is ſo good. 3. There 
is more; hazard and danger to our Religion and Liberties, t0: bave a wicked 
Malignant Army at home among-us, than abroad in another Nation. Whi- 
le they are here; rhey have the pawer of the Sword ,and can cemmand all: Bur 
there-mighr be ſome hope and endeavour, for vindicating aur oun Liberties and 
Religiori while they are abroad, as it fell our in; the time of rheEn r. 

2. It is anſwered, thar there is adifference berween this Caſe and the En» 
gadgmenr : Becauſe there was then. no,neceſsity of nar, Tap Iaftraments, 
a competeticy of power might be had : Bur now-iris not ſo : And rkexfore 


the Scriprares menrioned: do- not-militate again{} rhe preſent caſe. Anſwer 1. 
The- Scriptures cited will obviare this, What made- Iſrael and. Judah, run to 
Egypt and Afryria for help, but their_weakne(s and neceſsitie > Their wound 
was incurable ,and their bruiſe grievous, as-Feremiah often Laments , and ones 
ticularly Cap. $. 20, 21> 22. ' to. 19. &e, W__—_ rhis did-net excuſe them 


for going tp"Epypr or Af: ria ta heal. their woun 
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The Scripture' holds our Infidelity and Diftruſt in God, as the ground of- 
ſuch-Afsociations.-2, Chron, 16.7% $4: Iſay. $-$2, 13. Which proceeds from 
the meginG why oo of Means as the occation of ir. 2.; Suppoſe rhere' were a- | 
neceſsitic” for the calling forth the bodie of the”"Commor people; yer cerrain+ 
Iy,there is no neceſsiry of Employing any ſuch perſons of:/whom' the Queſtion: 
1s» and putting them 1n-places of Truſt ; There is none''can deny, bur there 
are , beſides all ſecluded perſons, many , that mighr-fill the iplaceFof Truſt and 
Power : Therfore the plea of necelsity is but 'a+ Prerence'to cover ſome: De- _ 
figne , thar underics ſpecious and Plaufible Covering, the > oy Fer the Land 
may be Jngroſsed into the hands of Malignants :. And fo by this means all 
Power and Truſt may return as the rivers to rhe fea orfounrain (as they Judge) 
the King ; thar ſo in his Perſon there may” be eſtabliſhed ane Unlimited and 
Arbitrary Power, '3, Neceſsiry'is a'very plauſible Argument ay Oy plea 
ro Carnall reaſon-for ariy'thing ; Bur ir cannot be a-good ground, inpoinr of Con- 
ſcience, for rhat which is finfull in ir ſelf. 'Now that this is finfall in ir ſelf 
__ from the Word of God, ſimply condemning ſuch Aſcociarions upon mo- 
ral; andſo Generall and perpetuall grounds. Now in ſuch a cafe of neceſsity,-_ 
weare called: either to.rruſt in God, ia the: uſe of competent means, ſeing.1n_ | 
ſuch Gaſes we have ſo many promiſes + or, if all help be goue » 'which God al-. 
lows us'to make uſe of , we muſt waic -on him'rill 'He' bring Salvation with 
kis oun Arm, © | 3% RE PILE TIE 3 DN Rn 
- Bur becauſe rheplea of neceſsity is rhe ſtrongeſt that is made uſe of for the 

Preſent Publick Reſolutions , we muſt conſider i a'licle- more. Ir is alcadged,. 

'that the beſt parr of the Land is under the 'feer of the Enemie, and {o no 
help can be had from ir; andtor orher-parts of rhe Land which are yet free, 
there is not much Choiſe of Perſons ; and the reſtimony of fairhfall men 1n. 
the State , Declares , 'thar-when all that are called forth oftheſe places ;-are 

- gathered, 1t cannot amount to a"power Cont Eacugh : And therefore 
in ſuch a Queſtion of the Exiſtence of ſecond means: , the knowledge whereof 

Immediately depends on ſenſe and experierices" theſe who are nor -aquainted, 
ſhould give Credit to the reſtimony. of fairhfull Wirneſses. *And. that a Come-: 

- petency of power muſt be had, according to the ordinary way of Providence, 10 
relation to which we-muſt a& , excepr we would rempr God by requiring of 
him wonders, | b Se f6” s DI No, > OTE | 

' Anſwer.” Suppoſe the'Enemies' Armie to Conſiſt of-20000 or above , Are 
there not moe fenſible perſons in the Shyres on the North fide of Forth? Be- 

' lieveir'who.pleaſe » we cannot ſtop our 'oun Conſciences , and pur our ouroun 

| Eyes. Let the rolls of ſeveral ſhyres be Looked to, and it ſhall confure thar 
Teſtimony, Nay, are'there nor moe perſons not formerly ſecludedin all the- 
ſe Shyres > What meant the Lyvie appointed immediately after Dumbar + 

' - Was not 1loooo Foot and 4460/Boiſe pur upon theſe Shyres which are not- 
under the power of the Enemy ? and yer the Rules of excluſion was nor'a- 
bandoned. Now all theſe, or moſt part of theſe, are yet in the Countrey nor 
Levied.. Money was taken in ſtead of men, rhe Levies obſtructed ; Sothat - 
there was lixle Addition to the ſtrength of the Forces that remained ;* the For=-- 

ces divertcd by the inſurreRjon of the Malignantsin the North gat the Colt 
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rers/nor. Forraigners. - We need no other anſwer. than _the Commiſſion ar 
T0 ge ro the: Commirtee of Eſtates uſing rhat ſame evaſion. pag. 10. 
TL-44/2 The ground and, reaſon whereupon ſuch Aſſociations are chitdemncd, 
15 more erall and comprehenſive.” 's 


eboſhaphas was TIENES joyning 
ich is properly in 


the fin of fdola- 
Was forbidden on 


Religion, do evidence more ungodlineſs' and wickednefſe , rhanan ignorant 
and ſuperſtitious Papiſt that walks preciſely according to his profeſſion, The- 
re is fome Principle-of Conſcience'ſtirring in the one: bur irs ſeared in rhe 
other with an hot tron, God ranksſuch, who are Uncircumciſed in heart, with 
the: uncircumciſed in Beſh. Ought nothis people ro do ſo to. 3. The Rule 
of modelling Armies and purging the OP ismoſt Comprehenſive DE. 24. 

LE TIE) Ot 


IG it TOR other hi enbeforn d with th; 

Thar Reaſon againſt Amaziab's. © tion wich 

| expounding it pot God is day pes.) "ib Of 

- Brace, 4 7s, nar i no 
with HP oy ard: he it muſt | ", 
feſfon. Bur we Se Y » "that ir is rrue ig is 1 3 

of grace ; nor-fimply in regard of his proſpering Þ 

the .Lord for tbe moſt part crofling th em Je 

Nation, Bur eſpecially-ir-is ro be meant i in reg: 

- God, according as the Lord ſpeaks, 2 Chrog. 

22 be with- hum ; but if} JR Fu S. will þ 

ro Idolatry, he harh no: 

engadged 19 the bufigef: 

are , there are, many 

_befide ny and {2 


rey 
54-7 
Comm 


't 
res, why, thy he 2 
= was of the ſtamp 


as Engliſh-men 4 - nor as ſtra » bur:as E s. 
ther, this was his honour; bot many now for reſped 
s.th Moral Qualiry- WE. [c 
md Countreys. To &( TZen , LI qQuaz | 
ploymegnr #n, forg { ientie beface God, x 
| dorhimpede ruſt gndemploymenr mn fur onſcietis 


"FR; y be Le (and ir is by fome) That theſe Scriprur; 
there ATT Aatyen junQion with wicked men in a Seiprar | 
01 Fu nh is the Defence of the Kingdome , 5 "All Th * 
aciry of employment for tharend,, though i in ef; ctencero 
the defence of Relj g100 1 ers muſt bea chojfe. 
Anſwer. ' 1. The Commiſſion have vindicated themſelves in Fl lerterto Ster- 
ee Presbytery from that Impuration z* that ir is ſaid » they fare the. rok 
Cauſe meerly upon Civil rhiogs-in rhe Anſwer 20 the Parli 
rie. Br Certaiply 5k is juſt grqund giyen. to theſe that KS a | _ 


any 


| Kin Telly 46h te fatb>. he is eo 57ſo carralted 
trans oamrant berg oe oRe Therefors this Poople of God: TE 


_ abviſeeo have Religion firſt- in rheir eye 
EDS ET: in 
"our 


aw | eorhar'M& rhax chey deſtroy wot Cri white they fave 
; and preſerve our ſouls, 

: 'Rexf6n; '" That which-1s diflodanc arg! contrare uno all. out for» 
&r 1 ſolutions and Proceedings, | Qaths and Engadgments ,,Confeflionszand 
tai muſt needs'be moſt Ualawfull;, 00 che an: Clos ee a rite 

poinr,, wer6Unlawfull.” Bur rhe preſeac Reſolurions and proetedings are diflo- 

nantfrom-;, and conrars-wo all theſe, - Ergo," Either our Prefenr or our for- _ 
mer Refoluriotis and Praftifes were Unlawfull;-cither we: ware- pmny 
or we are not righr now; The ſecond Propoiion tiay beimade manifeſt from 

x, The prefent Reſolurivas are EO en fy 

in the-Fourth Article and che fixri. 

in the hands of a: ne Ws, 


vortng' ro bring thee to 
= Nee ans expoſe rhgtn'to- he: i for a Seotifiee for theds 
the Lofds mind indeed» howbeir rhey know nor kis 
x6 2 he fatth Article, Becauſe. irs/adeclyning” ro the. contrary 
rhar patty #gaivt whom the'Coveriant was at the: mkciny exp rents 
ved. And as the Dvedaravion of the Ge  Allamibly 1648. batlr it, 
rs 4 joyaing with y wb 5 with a'dlack- Devil! ro beat a 


| F anſwered, rhar rhe prefent Reſalurions PER HO 
7 Prevuſys ſuch _—_ deſeviyed in rhe Covenant arc 


i ig tank ary vow; wit re wry wrt 1 gan orgy arany 
= oo , which badbeen recog have- sif ir had-nor been. Que- . 
tioned, | If it- were indeed true,;-that-no gnants are allowed to-be eme- 

ployed > whar needed the Commiſſion in their Lerrer to. Sterliag P . 

rake ſo much; pains from Scriprure 'and Reaſon ro Juſtify .rhe' preſent Reſolu 

tions, when the clearing of rhat-one' point bad cleared all:>' As for the De- | 
clarartion of rhe Aſſembly Anno 1648, It is anſwered, that none are 20:bs' | 

that cominue netourly in the Cour _ 'of Malignancy ,. which was done that. year. 1 

 Wheras the Malignant Party that was then Afﬀociared with; have en--- / 

adged to be faithfull ro all-the ends of rhe Covenant , many of rhem- were: 

Peck as had been in Covenant, and made ſhew.-of | rheir, repEargnce: for- theis. | 

defeRion fron ir : and fo there is no difference in; this' arciextiaty : 't 

2. The ſolemne- Acknowledgmentof Publick fins- is. ſo clearand p prory. 
in this, thar i,makes os tremble; ro think on it Pag.:6.:.,;\Should we. a un 

4 break bis Commandments and Covenant , by joyning any more in 

>» With the people oftheſe Abominarions , and rake in our bofome- theſe ſer--/ be 

z> pents, which. have formerly. ſtung us _ todeath ?-this, as it would argue 

,, much folly and madneſs,So no doubr, i it wouldproyoke rhe Lord ro conſume;. 

- 23 US till there be no remnant: of eſt . Ler rhe cth;: Article alſo be conſi-- - 

dered, Joyn ro this the Declaration 0 the Commiſſion , upon report-of this 

eneqnes1nvading; Pag. 6. where it 1s Declared, that Maligoants. -nor be, * 

flociared with » nay not regs oem and permitted. to be:in our rame- 
be Generall Afﬀembly after this, upon the enemies entry. into Scotland ,.gi- 

| ves ſerious warning tothe Rolers ,ro rake heed of ſnares from thas Bren. 

- and thar the rather , becauſe men ordinarly are {0+ taken. with the ſeofe. of 

Danger, as not ro Look-back to thar which is behind them 8c, How: often, 

have we ſentenced our ſelvegunto Frans Conſumprion if we ſhall fall 

into this fin again? All theſe and the like,” ate endeavoured to betakeg off, | 
by ſaying that our Engadgmentsio this point ;was conceived. ina way of ProfC- 
cution of the -Caufe ; Butto be no impediment-of Juſt and; neceſſary; defence 

which we are bound ro-by Natures Law,which'no humane Law can Ne | 

Bur we reply. x. It is ſtrange , our proſecurion.of the Caufe- theſe Fours 
paſt, ſhould be Contradiſtingutſhed from the defence of ir.and the Kin 

-me: It was conceived that our War in England- was Defenſive- nor In = 

that ir was neceflirared for rhe defence.gven_ of our Kingdom. ,. bur it ſeems 

it is now queſtioned 5. Bur I was ated. abr > Certainly.all cur 

Wars at home were meerly ve » both againſt vojuſt. Invaſion: and ſedi- 

tious InſurreFions. Nowjour ſolemne Engadgments were conceived , in re- 

ltionj to our aRtings ar Home elpeciatly 3; Lg oegarot yg Armies for the- 
defence of our Liberties and Religion, knew well enough. that a juſt 
wvaſive  war-is a rare accident in. the orld , and that the flock- of 
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_— ery 
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re | 2, and tomakethem groun- 
onfiderations: ich ai ahrabes Dh Pn 
s. We: conceive that all Humane Laws 'that are" nor. x 
the Caſec ec rngandr pn Ie cd eng yon 
rega end, are 3 - 
Oe come- in oppoſirionto rhe Law of Nature , Self-defence-, 
of God wrirten-in the Word, And therefore that AR of Parliamenr 
mentioned. by the Commiſſion. , Diſcharging all ſabjeRs. ro riſe withour the 
Kings Command » which was made uſe of againſt our firſt Arms; was no 
wayes binding on the ſabjeQs not toriſein tl Defence of their Religion and Li- 
bendaywhen 1n hazard: And we wonde? that that Law ſhoatd be compared ro 
our Solemne- Eagadgments, which are. grnondadvipna oaths CER 
as roucking the: very matter and ſubſtance of them, as if our Eo 
enough rain bind ehray if vm gee thas 26s wpved gh bind us 
z oyaliſts m & EXC r erring e Kings -wi G 
-bur. we cannor be: mw ed for e ow (them. And eſpeciall "while we 
conſider. that that foremenrtioned A ly hath been intended » forrhe 
eteplSingof ane Arbitrary and: Abſoture Power in- rhe Kings hand; rhar the 
Eon, .have Liberty roſave themſelves, exteptrbe King will. Whe- 
re. _ hath given us Liberty by rhe Law of Nature, or his: Word; Ns Kiog. 
can julHly.ty: us:,.. and when God binds us and'oblidges 'us by Gor theſe » 
No King or. Parliament. can Tooſe. us or unty us. 3. The Declaration of 
the Commition and Aſembly up6o this inyafion , Renues the ſame bond' of 
our former Eogadgmenrs-; Yea and ſpeaks exprefly ,1n .che Caſe of fewneſs 
and ſcarcenefs: of Inftrumenrs, againſt 'the Unbelicf of people thar- are ready 
in danger-to chooſe any help. Therefore-chat which is ſaid in anſwer, chat. 
- ar thax} rimethere wasa Choiſe. of ſaſtruments which now is not, it may in- 
deed condemn and falſifie the Declarations /at- thar time » in the ſup 
fog: -of the Paucitie of laſtruments , and in rhe & pgs of that * oe 
&rine and divine truth 'to thar rime 3 bur it dot ſpeak any thing. 
againſt rhe - application of that rruth- therein contained ro: our - time 3. 16: 
being-more manifeſt, rhar we have greater:neceſſity and leſs Choiſe'of Inftru-- 
Far and ſo- in greater hazard of unbelicf, and oyerlooking. what is be=- 
ind us.” :- 

+ 3:::Ir is of all Confiderations the moſt Confaundiog jt ro-refle& upon bur for--. 
_ -Humiliarions ___ bas hath ir been. Confeſſed genre as the: 
predominant Publick tland:  Countenancing loying. e ignant - 
Partie? But. when we call particalarlie to-/mind- rhe hf Solemne Faſt ates: 
the defear at Dumber, Aſtoniſhment takes hold-on us, ro -rhink, char. ir; is 


zow defended as .a Dury , which, bur ſome OI OP TROOE, Conte- 
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oy. we ſia hewythis en8coafim the nk x. The: Sag wfeinK 
now's 15 _ great; dur 1t, uu f6t ſo certaigund he tome, 
ploying t Alighand party cxufe there wity be ſome rency wb Po- 
wer beſide. - Now the Delivery arid preſervation of rhe Ringo from rhis 
danger , by conjundion with Ys 18 zirhsr improbable; becauſe we'ha- 
ve ſentenced our ſelves:ro De n's tf ever we ſhould do. tuch'a "7 
andiag under yr wherers 
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De Paneer, char no God: 
ſecurizy. is nd eſpeciatly the fairh-- 
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ys. g cjng they do. 5 | $7 age 433 
it is replyed 4 leaſt Sulpition + = Moved whe de. 


-POWEr, as may OY ejudicial} ro Religion; And that anefoath- 
of all, which. is rok <conceived as particular, EI ſtrict: 


; - Wha: 2 manifeſt receding is it from former principles ,- char 
It. Rd, M» ng » thar all places of zrait!, excepting ſome few of eminent 
bd per be filled with ſeeladed and deparred perſons , withour rhe prejudi- 
ligion > It is-cerrain_thar moſt part” of Officers , nominared by/the- 
Park ament and Shyres,. are not osly fuck,” of whon- theres juſt ground of 
ſuſpition; bur ſuch ag have been Engmies. by aQuall oppoſition ro the Cauſe - 
of. God, or known. ynderminers thereof. Cap it / be faid in good earneſt ,. 
thar none, of when} 1s atly luſpition's fhall have: ſuch rruſt as may be preju- 
end Fs we ate, there are many 1ait grounds of ſuſpition and jealouſie of 


ſons who haye Chief a in'our Afmies:>and- this the: _— 
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; ES i FA y (24.) - * Se TR 4.7 ts > £7 "- | 4 ; ; bs Vs 
| Judicatories are nor Tgnorant of, © £. Oaths and Covenants ad gurl <p 
Cords about Samſon to bind: rheſe men. - Would we have them yer once a- 
gain:perjured; Theh may we'tender anevathrorhem, Pur power in their hand » | 
and then. make them' ſwear to employ ir well. © Irs as ridiculous as to give 
a mad mana ſword, and then nerf wede him ro hurt none- with ir. There 1$ 
no-more capiralation with fuch perſons , retaining their' old principles, than 
with the floods or winds. Theſe whom thar- SACRED BOND OF ' 
COVENANT hath not tryed , what oath can bind > Except yow can change 
=_ nature, do .not ſwear them to good behaviour, Can a Leopard change 
1s Zpors ? WY: s 23 2 URS. 
- 5- Reaſon. That which givesprear offence and ſcandal y' and layes a tumbling 
block inrhe way, both ofthe people of the Land and our*Enemies, eſpecia 
in the way of the Godly : that is Unlawfull. Burthe preſent Afſociarion and 
ConjunRion,, with all perſonsinthe Kingdom (excepring a few ifany) is ſcan- 
dalousand oftenſiye to the wholeLand, 'to the Godly eſpecially , and alfo' ro the * 
Enemy. Therefore iris unlawfull, The Major is beyond all exceprion, if we conſt 
der how peremptory CHRIST and his Apoſtles arein the point of offence , 
which yet few Chriſtians do confitler., We oughr nor only to beware of the 
- offence of the Godly , bur even of wicked men. ,- even of our blaſpheming . - 
Enemies, Give 1 offence neither to the Few nor Gentile, rior to the Church of God,_ © 
CHRIST would nor offend and ſcandalize bis malitious Enemies” The Mi- 
mor is proved. 1. There is great offence given to the Godly in the Kingdom 
by the publick Reſolurions , 'concerning thar *Conjunion with rhe Malignant 
Party , under the Name 'and Novion- of SubjeQs. 1. Becauſe irs known thar 
| the moſt part of them are render in that point » what fellowſhip they a& 
with : And this hath -been Remonſtrare-umo the Commiſſion and -Commire * 
ree of Eftares , from ſeverall Synods. Now the -preſent Reſolurionlayeth rhat 
ſtumbling block in their way » thar they''cannor a&t in rhe Uefence of the 
Kingdom: : Becauſe there is no way left them ,' for the performing of that 
duty , - bur that which they in their Conſciences are nor farisfyed with, Irs 
a ſad neceſlity and ſnare that is put upon them ,, that they cannot perform 
their bound duty , which they are moſt defirous of, withour ſmj: Becauſe of 
the way that is raken. 2. Is it not a matrer of Offence and {tumbling ito 
them , to be necefſitared by Law to thar which was their afliftion + The 
mixrure that was in our Armies was their Grief : And their-comfort was 
that the  Judicatories were minting at their dury ro purge thewr : But now 
there is no hope of attaining that : all Doors is ſhart up by the pablick Re- 
ſolurions. 3. Ir undoubredly will weaken their hands, and make rheir hearrs 
faint ; So thar they cannot pray with|AﬀeQion -and in Faith, for a bleſſing. 
upon ſuch an Army., the predominant and Jeading part whereot have been 
eſteemed. and is really Enemies to-God and his people. 4. Is it notagreat 
Offence that any thing ſhould proceed from the publick Judicatories , that 
ſball lay. a neceſſity upon 'many Godly in the' Land, ro: ſuffer, becauſe they 
cannot in Conſcience go along with. it. Next it ſcandalizeth the- whole 
Land. "What may they think within themſelyes » to ſee ſuch difſonancy and 
diſagreement between preſent and former Reſolutions and Praftiles? Whar 
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:may they judge of the -inconſtancy-and ſevity of the Commiſſion-2 -And be 
-induced th give.-no' reſpet and reyerence.to them. in their Reſolutions. Is 
It-nor, atleaſt, a-very great appearance of evil ro; joyn with rhat Party, that 
we did Declare and repute., bur ſome few weeks ſince, to be wicked Ene- 
mies of Religion and the Kingdom ? and. look hencforth on them as triends 
;-withour ſo much as any acknowledgment of their fin had from them?, Shall _ 
not they. be induced, roputno difference berween the prerious and the vile » 
- .not ta diſcern berween him that fears God and him that fears him nor, when 
the publick Reſolitions puts no difference ? . Then, how will it Confirm all 
'the Malignant party in-rheir wickedneſſe> May they ner think: qQur Solemane 
yowesand Engadgments , our rigid Reſolutions and proceedings were bur 
—all contrivedand acted our of Policy ; and that Intereſt and Advantage, and 
nor -Confgience Principled chem? Have they not ane occaſion : given them! ro 
-perſecure all the Godly, and vent their long harboured malice againſt theſe 
who have been moſt zealous for Reformation. and purging of the: Land? 
Nay, they are pur in the Capacity that they have defired, for afting all their 
Reſolutions, and accompliſhing their Defignes. And laſt of all, the. preſenc 
proceedings will not onely encourage » . and animate the Common Enemy : 
bur confirm them in all the Impmations and Calumnies they . have loadned 
our Church with, May they nor haveground rofthink , that we are bur dri- 
ving on a politick deſign and does nor ingly aimar Gods Glory 2 Thar ir is 
nor Grounds of Conſcience aQts us , bur ſome wordly Intereſt z when they 
look upon the inconſtancy and. Changeableneſs of oux way and Courſe, which is 
ſo. accommodated ro occafionsand times ? Canthey think us men of Conſcien- 
ce, that will-join with all theſe men of blood, before we will fo much as 
ſpeak with them? It is Replyed , that the Scandal is taken, and nor given ; 
which muſt nor be ſtood. ,upon, in the Caſeofa neceſſary dury. Bur 1x. we clea- 
red ,: that there is no neceflity of thar ConjunGion :- therefore the ſcandal is 
given; ſeing its known before hand ,  rhat it will be raken. '2. There are 
many grounds of offence given by the preſent Reſolutions, as appears by whar 
is ſaid. If ir were no more, its a great appearance of eyil ; Irs very induQi- 
ve of many evils; A moſt fit occaſion ofall thats ſpoken; And beſides, its in 

it ſe}f finfull, - contrare toGods Word and roour oarhs, 
_* 6; Reaſon. That which makes gladall rhe wicked and Enemies of God in 
the Land ; and ſad many , if not moſt part , of the Godly ; hath much ap- 
rance and evidence zif nor Certainty, ot evil}, s uniawfull. Butſthe publick 
eſolurions. and proceedings are ſuch. Ergo. . . Or thus. That which makes . 

d all the wicked ,. and heighten the hopes and expeCtarions of the Ma- 

1goant Party , and makes ſad none almoſt bur the Godly , and diſcourages 
* their ſpirits; That, proceeding from rhe publick Judicatories, cannor bErighr 
and Lawfull : Bur ſo ir is , that that which proceeds from the publick Judi- 
catories , makesglad all the hearrsof thehwicked , and makes ſad none ,atmoſt , 
bur the Godly , heightens rhe hopes of the Malnpagts:: and- makes themſay 
their Day is coming ». Lo we have ſeen #t : And diſcourages the Godly, and 


makes them almoſt ſay , Our hope is cut off , -our Glory 3s departed... Ergo, it 
<annox be right ,, ar leaſt it hath a . "wh and convincing ASI of 


evil; , 


_ This Argument may be thought 'more Popular, 'than-etther PhiloſuphieaM or 
Scripeurall : "Bur ſuch an argument the General Aﬀembly -r648. made-wſe of | 
againft\the Engadgment. Iris no wayes imaginable , how the wicked ant un- 
zotly in the Land, would fo ipſulr and 'rtzoyce «dn-rhis day; if they faw nor 
4x. Legible Charatters upon it —_— were agreeable to theit oun Princi= 
ples and Ends The Childrew of God, are , for the{moſ part, Led 'by the 
Spirit of God , and taught the way they ſhould chooſe. "Fohn. 16: 13. Pſal. 25; r3. 
"4 that readily rhey do nor ſkunner at Courſes approven of God : Bur rhe” * 
Childreo of rhe world, being,at beſt, ledbytheiroun carnal:minds and-fenfes, 
and, for rhe moſt part , ated by aSpirit of diſobedtence and enmiry againſt 
God, they uſe not ro.rejoyce at thtngs thar do nor fit with! thetr Carnalt 
hearrs , and are nor engraven with the Character of rhat which is tmprinred 
in their Spirits. We ſee now that the wicked wath on every fide, when the wi- 
left men are exalted. And when the micked riſe , theRighteous 45 hidden , ant when 
they bear rule the people mourneth : but when Righteous men 'are in Authority , the 
people do rejoyce : and when the Righteous refnyceth , there is, great Glorie, Pſ. 12..2ls, 
Prov. 28: 12, and29:2. ; Fe bog | 
7, Reaſon. That which is the accompliſhment and perfeRing -of rhe Ma- 
- lignant defigne, that hath been driven on :thefe years paſt , eſpecially ſince 
the unlawfull Engadgment; it cannor 'be a (Courſe approven of God : Bur 
the preſent 'Courſe is the Accompliſhmenr of rhar 4efigne, 4 i Thar 'there 
harh been a defigne, for a long time, driven and endeavonred, both ar ho- 


me and abroad, wirh much Pdlicy and Induftry > by many turnings and wyn- 
dings, and by Arguamenrs of feverall 'kmds , as the exigence of the times did 


Furnifh - and thar the defigne was ,ro have all fuch 'Perfons in Truft and Po-. - 
wer again , who had been ſecluded , that fo they might compaſſe their oun- 
Ends » barh nor been denyed hitherto: and we are perfvitied. 'no man 
that fears God, and obſerves ban ne ln 09s ir. Lerthe pnbhick Pa- 
pers of the treaty at Bredah , and the pubtick papers of *his 'Kingdom and 
Church art home, be Confulred ; they bear witneis for ns, Wasnotrhe fonn- 
darion of it laidin Holland? Many -of them in both Nartons , bronghthome- 
_ with the King contrare ro piiblick Refolurions, and by rhe prevailing tnfluen- 
ce of ſome in.rhe State, kepr in the Kingdome, Contrare wo Pablick Refotu- 
tions > Was not the work of purging Judicarories and Armies obſtra@ed> The 
Godly diſcounrenanced and diſconraged > great endeavours uſed to raife the 
Malignants in the South and in England, and fince the Defeat ro Taife all 'wa— 
hour exception in rhe North > But when that could not be obratned,, by the 
withſtanding of Honeſt men ia the Stare. The Levies appointed , which wort 
have þeen a Conſiderable force for the defence of the Ringdom ., was Tea- 
dred wholly ineffetuall ; Partly by taking moneys for men ; partly by raifing 
rhe\Malignanr Party; and rhen pretending to:go againft rhem , they were 
pacified by an a@ of Indemnity : rhe fruit and Reſutr of all which is thispre- 
{ear ConjunQioa wich them :- and purting rhe power of ſudicatorics and Armies 
in theirhand, Thus rhe Deſigne 1s Compleated. 

8s, Reaſon. That which will increafe the Lords Indipnarton” and contro- 
erfie agaipft the Land, yer ſeven times more 3 thar is very aalawfil! and 
| unfea- 


able; Bur ſo-it"is, that y and) Aſocinion with te people 


ons; will: increaſe the Lords indignation and: Controvertic 
ſeven rimes:tnore.. Ergo, The A jon” was as gtnifeſt and' nnevarro- 
verred-as:the Propoſition, a few- moneths- agoe 5 butt is begim n&w ro' be 


queſtioned! by ſome, qui quod ſerum neſcirins ,-quia ſepirine. Bur we ſhall evin- 
ec it. 1; We are Randi eakie fork A ee Chet we *deliberately and 
fiacerely;paſt upon onr ſelves; in the days of our vows ro'God, thatif wedid © 
ever any more joyn- with the people of theſe: Abominations-s the Lord would: 
conſume as till there were no ferananr, And this was nor done in. raſhneſfe 
but in ſobriery', andwith'a Seriprare prefident Ezra. 9: 12, 13. 2. Our experien- 
ce hath made rhis clear ro us. We never did mingle oarfelyes among them, 
bur the: Lord did purſue us with-Indignarion , and* ſtamped thar fin, as 1n vive 
Characters, upon our Judgmenr. GoJ hath ſer upon rhat Rock 7 rhar we have 
ſo'ofr fplic upon , a remarkable Beacon. - Therefore :we doe nor only in our 
ſolemne Engadgmenis , bind our ſelves over:ro a” Curſe, in caſe of Relapſing, 
bur: paſſes the ſenrenece of great madneffe and folly on ofir ſelves: P3ſcator 
:ftir ſapis. Experience” makes fools wife, bur ir "cure madnefle,* Did 
nor that mixcure provoke: God arDumbar > And is\this the way to ».r999 
him, to revolt more and+ more, 3. ConjunRtion ang Confederacy with thar' 
party}, doth necefſarly-inferra' Communion in bleſſingaand plagues, we - mitſt 
caſt in-our lor'with chetw', and have all one purſe; Noy it hath” been'Con- . 
feſled and Declared by this* Church, thar God: hath-a noxable Controverſie 
withy-rhat Party, that thisenemy is inane eminent way to bear rhem downand 
Cruſh them; Therefore if we joyn with them; we-muftReſolye roparrake of their 
plaguesand have that'Conrroverſie pleaded againſt us alfo, * LL Go 
It is anfwered', that Indignation needs nor be feared fimply on this accompr*- 
becauſe rhe means-are Lawfalland 'neceffary; elſe; if this have any force, it 
wiltconelude ,/ that we ſhould ly down and donothing® becauſe GodsIndigna- 
tion is upon the whole Land. ah624- "FI : | 
Bur' we reply. 1; Though ir be true, that this Enemy is the rod of Gods 
- Indignation againſt-rhe whole Land}; Yer ir is 'Certatn' to us, and hath been 
formerly unqueſtioned , that they are raifed up, in a"ſpeciall way, ro'execure 
Gods wrath on Malignants, and God dorh' arm them with'Power in a ſignall 
. manner for that end..- Befides',- rhe Lords anger- and indignation againſt his 
enemies is:{fich-,- as will burn and none”can quench ir': its of another na- 
ture than his wrath againſt his oun people, whrck is a byding of his face for 
a moment, 'He corrects us in meaſure and judgment , bur leaves:us not al- 
rogether unpfiniſhed ; Bur he makes ane” end of other Nations, - Eſpecially 
theſethar rife up to aftuall 'enmirie and hatred. of his people ,_ and} ſhedin 
of their blood.” And rherefore-, if any man would not” meer with Wra 
and: ſore-Difpleaſure ; he would/ftandar a' diftance with ſuch, as God bath ap- 
poinred-for-defttuction ; we meary; as long as they carry id. their foreheads rhe 
mark of the bba#; When" God harhfuch' a remarkable C6irroverſie againſt # 
people them be that belpeth and be thars helped , ſhall both fall together. Iſay. 31: 3. 
Alltharis in league with” them, ſhalt fall wirk theaiby the*{word. Exech. 30. 
5, and 32721. 2, vStRce It 15 known that the Mibgnanr party have nor 
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 ebanged.-rheir Principles, and ſo they caquor burin proſecuring chi War efth«-- 
rary” power's. 


bliſh their. old Quarrcell and follow. ir, xo wit, the Kings Ax 
the Intereſt of man ,gbove Gads; or rhe Kingdoms Iarereſt:;- We leave ir to 
be judged imparrially%” whether . or. nor, theſe that, Aﬀociare with.rhem , do 
eſpouſe rhar.Quarrell. and Entereſt ,. at leaſt expoſe themſelyesroall rharWrath 
and [ndignarion » which hath hirherro followed that Quarrell, ſeing they muſt; 
have Common bleſſings and Curſes > Will nor thar rrell holden-up- by. 
moſt parr of the Army » be 4 wicked thing , an- Achan. in the Camp, that wi 
;make God rurn away fram it and put Ijrae! ro-ſhame>. _ *' 


_ Having thus eſtabliſhed rhe rruth. In the next place , We come to take off what > 


objeRions are made to the Contrarie, ., bh, 
- Firſt, ir is argued from Humane Aurhority.. The, uncontroverred/and' U-. 


niverſail pradtiſe of all Nations 1 all Generations, is, ro:employ al--ſubjeds... 


in the Caſe of neceſſary. Juſt defence. Ir was the practiſe of our Reformers, 
who rook into the Congregation.and received all, that upon acknowledges. 


ment of their error., was willing ro-joyn, though they had been on the Cons. 


rrary faftion. Such anggniverſall practiſe of Chriſtian Nations, though ir be: 
nor the Ground of our Faith ; Yet. ir is apparent » tharit cannar want Rea-: 
ſon. for 1r. | 2 
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Anſwer. 1. This will plead as much againſt the exceptions added. in.the: ©- 


anſwer to the Query and act. of Levy ;. for ſeingother Nations excepr none ,. 
"in the Caſe of neceſſary Defence, why ſhould: we except any? And if Once: 
we Cxceprt any , upon goed and Convincing Grounds; upon-the ſame. ground 
we ought ro except fart more. 2. Mr. Gulleſpy in. his Treatife 'of Miſcellas: 
ny Queſtions makes mention rhar the Ciry of Setraburg 1626» made a De- 
fenfive League with Zurich, Berne, and Baſil : - becauſe-they were+nor only 
Neighbours ,. bur men of rhe ſame Religion, And the EleQor of Saxonze re- 
fuled tro take into Confederacy , theſe whodiffered from him is the Poinr of 
the Lords ſupper.; leſt ſuch ſad things ſhould befall him, as befell theſe in Scri- 
| prure who uſed-any means of their oun. Defence, ' This Rule was good inThefs 
though 1n. that caſe miſapplyed, Now then, if rheymade Conſcience of Choo- 
ſing means of rheir oun defence, A Confederacy with forraigners. . May nor. 
the fame Groundlead us ro a Diſtance with our oun Countreymen as'un- 
qualified , who have nothing tro. commend them..but thar rhey-are-of the ſa- 
me nation _, - which is nothing 1n point of Conſcience. 3, The Practiſe of. 
orher Nations ». that are not tender 10 many greater points, cannot be very: 
Convincing, Eſpecially when we Conſider , that the Lord hath made lighr ro 
Ariſe in this Particular > more bright than in former times,*God hath raken 
occaſion of Elluſtrating and commending. many rruths unto us in this Genera- 
ration, from the darkneſs of error ,.. and of making ſtraight many Rules, 
from the Crookedneſs of mens Practiſe and Walking, Is nor the Lord now. 
performing rhe promiſe of pungng out the Rebels from among us and them that 
zranſgreſſe » God bath winked ar former times of [gnorance; bur now the Lord 
having Cleared his mindjſo ro us, how great madneſs were it to forſake our oun 
mercy » and deſpiſe the Counſel of God againſt our oun ſouls. As for. that In- 
ftance of. aur Reformers There could nor haye been avy thing brought more 
| Preju- 
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ought :under oppreſſion , yer:when any Goyernour was raiſed by God for 
their Defence, they gathered and come all our promifcuouſly , notwirhſtan= 
ding a great part of them had been tn the defeRion and yerir is not found»: 
that their. Governors are reproved: for-rhis ;z. bur rather ſad.Curſes on them-" 
that came not our ro+the work, Fudg. 5: x5, 16;17323; The ſecondinſtan- 
ce-is fromthe ſtory of che Kings , very like the firſt ; when after DefeQion, 
gracious Reforming Kings aroſe;-and had+ro-do- againft forraigne--Invaſion 2- 
we fiad, them-:not debarring any ſubjects, bur calling rhem-our] promiſcuouſly. 
Neither is this laid ro their Charge that they: called ourfuch; and ſuch SubjeRts ,- 
rhough we may perceive by the [tory of the Prophets; that theigreater-partofche: 
body of the people were wicked &c; , we 
e anſwer ro theſe two Inftances joynrly; 1: We may by the like rea- - 
ſon prove, that which is as yer uncontroverted {we know not how long.) Thar - 
we oughr ar no time to make Choiſe-of Inſtruments, neither in cafe of Pro« 
ſecution of the Cauſe. and the Inyaſion of orhers ,'-Nor yet in the time when: - 
Choiſe. 1s to be had” ;. and ſo, . that all our former. Engadgments , R&vlu--- 
tions and-proceedtngs., in the poinr- of: purging -Judicatories: and Armies , was. 
ſaperfluous and fupererogatory : Becauſe we read nor,that thereforming Kings: 
or [udges, whenever rhey hadan Invaſive war , and in the times that they had- 
greatelt-pleaty and multitudes of-people, did everWebarr any of their Sub= 
jets. from that ſervice , bur called rhem our promiſcuouſly.: Neirher is this laid: 
ro their Charge; though we may perceive, that-the grearer- part of the peo=- 
ple were wicked under the belt Kings : - Therefore we may lawfully employ: 
any Subjects: of the Kingdom-1n any of 'our wars, And we may look apon'all 
indifferently ,--withour any diſcerning of Perſons that fear God and.chem thats 
fear him not , as in good. Capacity: to be entruſted , ' Even when otherwiſe: 
we.have Choiſe of good Inſtruments, Oy it follows by-parity -of Rea- 
| E p 3J_ | ſons : 
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on: for if yow. conclude*; that row-che calliog.fored/alt) | 
no reproot given for it in. the Caſeof neceſſary.defeace;” rhen we: may conclu-) 
de fram thecalling forth of all promiſcuoufly; and inthe : of an Inyaſive 
War, aad no repraof Recorded ,. thar neither, infula; Caſe; isir finfall ro 
make, noi diflerence s. and- al wt ſtronger Reaſon :;; Becauſe, it; bei 


; 3H: more ; 
caſte is fuch: a, Caſe: ro- le inſtruments: and no. neceflity pleading; for-ir : if * 
it had been; ſinful ,. rhe Prophets would have rather reproved- it; that rebu- - 
ked: rheay. for ufing fach. means in a. Cafſ&of neceſſiry.  -2. We: may, argue 
after, thar-manner, that in-rhe Caſe of neceſſary: [uſt Defence » tliere ſhauld: be 
no- exceptions made at-ati. of any perſons : becauſe! we read not rhar/ rhe-Jud- 
ges or Kings Debarrediany Subjefs , neither thar rhey: were: rebuked for. ſo 
doing: Thereface the tnſtances militare as much.agyioſt rhe-exceprians: ad 
ded 1n.the Anſwer: re rhe: Query, as againft'us ; ulllels/ir -be ſaid: that the=- 
re was.no- ſuch perſans: among that people, which were as groundleſfe rafh-: 
neſs as-t9 ſay that they: gave all 'evigence of Repentance. 3. Seing; the [ud- 
ges and the Reforming Kings. of Judah ; were ſo accurrate and-exatt in clea- 
ving to: the Law-of God! , and: walking according; ro it:in- all: other rliings;- 
it were--more Charitable: and Chriſtian ivr arte to fay » / that ſince "they 
are notrepreved:iarany: faulr in this particular, that they were alſo exatto 
walk: according; tothe: Rule Dewe, 23. in ſo grear a point as:this, 45 Mens: 
PraQtife is: often lame gad: Crooked : and therefore muſt be examined /accor-: 
ding to the Rule; burir, were- nor fair- dealing to accommodate-/ the "Rule: 
ro mens.peadtice. Scing rhew, we have ſo clear-and perfet a Rule Deue; 23. 
which mufi:Judge- borth.rheir -praftice and ours :: We ſee not how their Pra-: 
Qice-cap be obtruded-as a rule: upon us., which it ſelf muſt be examined ac- 


cording:to a: Common-and- Generall: Rule: If ir-be nor according to: thaz: 

Law, we-hold it'ro be finfull in ir felf., and ſo no prefidenr for-us,. albeir 

the PROPHETS &did —— it-in expreſs and particular terms (as 
'AN-S 


they did nor reprove .M T:E ALFNG &c.) Yer they rebyked-'ir by 
Conſequence , in asfarr as they rebaked rhe Kings for Aﬀociation-with wicked 
Ifraclites, which is. condemned upon grounds.Commonto thisyeryCaſein hand, 
5. We:ſee nor any ground for ſuch- promiſcuons calling forth of the people 
* . by the Judges. Baraks buſineſs, as thar of Fepthah and Gideon, were done by 
no great multitudes of People, bur a few. Choiſe men, 6. As the oppreſ- 
ſion was|heavy and Continued long -; ſo the repentance: of- the people: was 
Solemne,, and their deliverance a fruit of this. 7p. Their Caſe andjours is ve- 
.ry different 5 None. of Iſracl or Judah, did fight-agaioſt the Profeflion-of rhe 
_ erue-Religion, and ſhed the: blood of their fellow=ſubjzets who were-forthe 
Defence of rhe ſame. - on in the dayes-of-the-Fudges ., and fadab'in the 
time of the Reforming Kings » was nor Divided theone half againſt rhe other, 
upon oppoſition and Defence of the rrue- Religion+- And rhe berter-parrt; after 
many experiences of the treachery and enmity of the molt of the worlt parr, 
Solemnly engadged ro God , not ro admitt them ts Employment and truſt, bue 
n: real evidence of Repentance, of which-they- ſhould Judge as in- the ſighr 

of God. And laſt of alldid ever Iſrael or fudah in the days of rheir Judges. and 
Refo;ming Kings, admitt into-their Armies , a/perty- and' faction of ſuch, as 


had 
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had given.no reall evidence of zheir 


; Fane Los in their'oun hands- r ecreinng 


cd. 
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The 3d Inſtance From {cripture is from. 1 Sem. 11. 


adoniy their -former Courſe; and 
. £-—apalnagns r of Armies and Je- 
rheiroun end > Bur all thefe arein 


he 23d | hich is aleadged ro 
be a clear praftiſe and {tamped with divine approbatton : n the Cafe of 
Gaead beoged by a forraigne Enemie , Saul Commands all ro come- forth 
for defence of theic brethren , under \pain-of a ſevere/Civil Cenſure; Now, 
whar Saw did.ia-this: buſineſs, the ſpirir-of God is faidrf at him ro'it y and 
whar the people did , was fromthe fear okGod , making then obey the King: 
And then Saxael-in this acting concurrs joyntly ; and makes no-oppoſition 3 . 
and laſt of al, the people. came forth as'ofie man » and.yer Cap. Io. 27. 
many men of Belia! were among them » who Malignantly oppoſed Saif Go- 
yvernment.coatrare to Gods revealed will. he 6 REES 
To which we .anſwer. - 4. The flamp of divine approbarion is not appa- 
rent ro us, ſucceſs doth nor prove ir; neither rhe ſpirit coming 'on Saul , 
nor the fear-of -God falling-on the people , will import a divine approbation 
of all was done ig the manadging that War. - That motion of the ſpirit is 
no anfifying metion 5 Bur a Common , though-extraordinary , impulſe of 
Sauls {pirit 20 the,preſent. work, which , doubtleſs was im'the King of Bzby/on, 
whom {Gad raiſe! up » fitted and ſent for rthe:deſtruQtion of many nations. 
Albeir that work .io-his hand was iniquity. Thar fear of God thar*fell upon 
the people , was but a fear of the King Imprinced by God ., 'and it ts miore- 
peculiarly attributed to God» becauſe the peaple did defpife him and con-: 
remn him ,, which-makes their xeverence and fear ro be. a more extraordina- 
ry thing upon a luddeo. Then ,, Samue! nor oppoſing the Courſe in hand, 
doth gv more import his :'approbatien of all -was done in it, than his nor re- 
proving the mea .af Botal doth prove » that he approved of their oppofirion. 
2. Jt doth nog. appear , that the, men of Belial were a grear faction-and party. 
there is ſomthing 1n the 1a. ver. ſpeaks againſt it, It is hot like , the people: 
would pur a faction and party to death. 3. Neither doth it appear, that they 
were in the Army, for that which is ſaid , that all rhe people cameo asvne- 
man,, : doth only import, that the body and generality of chem-came forth ; 
and rhat it was a wonder fo many came forth ſo ſuddenly, at the Command 
of the King who-was but mean and abje&t-in their eyes. ir is cerraine thar 
all feaſible Perſons were nor preſent , becauſe the whole Army +þeing num-- 
bred ver $. was bur 330000. -And who will fay there was no moe men in 
Ifrael , when had 6o0@00 ſuch ,and above , before their coming into. 
_ the Landf? Teing then, many have ſtayed ar home; ir is moſt probable thar 
theſe men of Belig/-would not come , ſeing they deſpiſed Sauls mean and 
Low condition 1a their hearts and thought him unfirt ro Lead their Armies, 
till he ſhould prove what was in- bim.-  Ehat which is ſaid ver 12, doth nor- 
prove they were ia the Camp ;. it might be conveniently ſpoken of abſent: 
perſons, 4. 1r'is- not certain, that theſe men were wicked and'ſcandalous in- 
. their Converſation, haters of Godlineſſe and of their brethren ; bur that they 
| ftaod ar diſtance Grly with $a in the point: of his Eleion; which indeed 
| _- 
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un aff es Re SS, 
'was blame-worthy , ſcing God had revealed his mind in it + and therefore ' 
they arc called amen of Belial , as Peter was called Saten , for oppoſing Chriſts 
Some other Scriptares are alleaged - by '\fome , as Davide employing 'of 
ſuch men &c. all which*are cleared in »Mr. Gilleſpies treatiſe of Miſcellanie 
- 3. It is argued from'reaſon. And, 1.” That-which any is oblidged £o:do for 
anothers preſervation by the Law of God and” Nature And. which he can- 
nor omit .withour the. Gwlr- of the' others-deſtruQtion;'-thar-may_ rhe orher 
Lawfully require of bim'to do whegi hee needs'ir, and when ir maybe done. 
withour the. undoing of a greater-good ; Bur ſoit is, that every ſubjed is 
oblidged by the Law of Nature , Oath and Coyenants, and the Law of God, 
ro-endtavorr to their Power » the *preſervarion-of the Kingdom! againſt unjuſt. 
violence : And the ſafety of the Kingdome ſtands in need of many dubjefs 
Afiſtance who were ſecluded: Andir-may be done withonr-undoinga greater 
gaed.rhan 4s the preſervation of Religion. Ergo. - > GED 
This Argumenr hath an anſwer tro 1t in the boſom of it. 1.. We ſhortly 
deny the Afﬀutmprion , in Relation to the xwo laſt branches © both: rhar the 
Kingdoms preſeryation ſtands/in neceflity -of theſe. mens help.” And tbar 
their help tends not to.the undoing of a greater good; ſeing there. is no.rea-- 
ſon given to confirm thefe rwo points, wherein the nerve: of the buſineſs lyes, 
wereferrtoa Reaſon of our denyal of themn'given page, 22. Secondly, Ir is-rrue 
that the obligation ro- ſuch a duty lyes upon” all ; Bur that obligation is to 
be brought m a and exefciſe-in an orderly'and Qualifyed way , ' <lfe whar 
needed any exceprions be in-rhe Ac of Levie > Excommunicared- perſonsare 
under. the ſame. obligation /;; Yet the Magiſtrare- is not attually oblidged to 
cal-uch, bur rather rofeclude them. Are not all bound ro come tothe Sacrament 
who are Church members? Yer many arenort ina Capacity oat of ſoought 
neicher to preſume ro come, nor be admitred: are-nor al ſubjects oblidged 'ro de- 
fend the Cauſe'of God, and to proſecute it? and yermany, becauſe of their Eamity - 
10 the Cauſe. of God , are actually incapable of employment inthe defence-or- 
proſecution thereof, .3. The Law of Nature is above all humane Laws and Con=- - - 
ſtirurions, they muſt Cede when ever they come in oppoſition to it » Salus 
populi is ſuprema Lex 'in relation-to theſe : Bur in Relation ro'rhe Law of 
God it.is not ſo; ſometimes the 'Law of, Nature muſt - yeeld ro Pofirive 
Commands of God. Abraham muſt Sacrifice bis ſon -at Gods Command. - 
The Law'of Nature obliges us ro the prefervation-of ourſelves ; Buri does- 
nor-oblidge to every meanthar may be found expedient 'to that end; unlefs- ir 
be ſuppoſed Lawfull and approven-of God.” Therefore the Lordin' his. wris-. 
ren word dorh determine, what" means/we may uſe for tht end 7 and what 
nbr. Bur 4. we conceive thar the Law forbidding Aﬀfociation and Confede- 
racy with known wicked and Ungedly perſons zis included in the Law-of Na-- 
rure, as well as rhe Law: that obliges us to ſelf-preſervation'; rhat is groun- 
ded on perpetual] reaſon, as well as this. Nature'bids me 'preſerve my ſelf, 
and Nature binds-me to have one friend and foe with God. The Heathens - 
.had a Notion of it”; they obſerved » that Amphiatens a wile yertuous man 
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wa therefore ſwallowed up: ia the Vo with ſeven menand._ſeven Horſes, 
becauſe he' had joyned himſelf and affociared'with Tydeus , Capaneur and other 
wicked Commanders marching tothe ſeige of Thebe, Mr. Gill. Miſcell. Queſt. 


= 


Chap. 14-24 . 171. - Ee 
'*2. The Second Reaſon is framed thus  Fypotheſs. $uch as are excluded are 
. a great part, if nor the greater part, of the Remnant of the Land , if rulesof 
excluſion be extended Lowe: O oxy Now » they having-their Lives and Liþer- 
tics allowed them , muſt either 1m theſe things be enſured by the interpoſing 
of a competent Power for their Defence, or elſe they muſt have Liberty ro 
a& for themſelves, Bur ſo it is, that we cannorinrerpoſe a Competent power 
for rheirproteQion. Ergothey mult have liberty to at for themſelves, Nam qui 
dat vitam, Aat neceſſaria ad vitam, C EW. 
We anſwer. x, It is nor certain that ſuch as are excluded are the greater 
rt of the Land; However, it is certain , that though the Rule had been 
ept and endeavours had been uſed ro walk according to it , yer many whom 
ir excludes would have been taken in. There is a great Difference between 
endeayour of Duty, and artraining its perfetion, If the Rule had nor been 
quite deſtroyed , ſo great offence could not have been taken ,- though ir had 
nor been ſtritly urged in all particulars. 2. We ſtill affirm , upon evident 
grounds ro us; that there is a power Competent in the Land > beſide the 
Malignant party , which may prote& the Land and enſure their lives and Li- 
berries. 3. We are perſwaded, many of that party who have been ſodeeply 
involved 1n blood-guiltinefſe and barbarous cruelries , ſhould neither haye lives 
nor liberties ſecured ro them: becauſe they oughr not to be permitred to li- 
ye. Bur the not raking away ſo much Innocent blood from the Land by 
aQs of Juſtice, is the Cauſe thar ſo much Innocent and prerious blood is now 
ſhed. Our Rulers have pardoned that blood which God would not pardon :- 
And therefore would not pardon it tothe Land, becauſe they pardoned ir to, 
the Murderers. | F--. | | 


SefF- 4 Tharir is not Lawfull for the well affeted Subjes 
to concurr in ſuch an Engadgment in war, and Aſſociate with 
the Malignant Party. | 


i." W\ ceedings, in reference ro rhe employing ofthe Malignant Party; Yerdo 
| not find ſuch clearneſs and farisfation in their oun Conſciences as to 
. forbid the SubjeRs to concurr in this War, and. Aﬀociate with the Army 
ſo Conſticated. Therefore it is needfull to ſpeak ſomething tro this point, That 
it # unlawfull for the Subjefts to Aſſociate and joynin arms with that Party , as it # for the 

"Parliament toemploy them. For theſe Reaſons. do 5 
12. The Scriptures before Cired againſt Aﬀociations and Confederacies with 
wicked and ungodly men do prove this. The Command prohibiting Con- 
jun&ion with them-and Converſing' &c, is common both ro Magiſtrates and 
E people 3 


CJ cavinted of the unlawfulneſs of the publick Reſolutions and pro= 
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p : for rhe gromd of it is common _ro both, The. peypler enfmuriny » 
| * of thy ally NE. kr were ſtrange DoRtrine to ſay > chatir isnor Laws - 
' for the Pirl;arenrro Aﬀoriare in War with.che Malignanrs, left _ 
ple be eaſnared; And yer 13. is Lawfull for rhe people ro Aﬀociate wirh' rh 
uporr tre Command of the Parliamenr, feing the eninaring of rhe People ,. 
hath a. more: inimedigre* connexion witlr the rogees Conjunction with them, 
nor with rhe Parliamenrs Refolution about tt. Had it nor been a tranſgreſ- 
fron i all che people ro: have joyned with theſe men before rhe-Parljaments 
Reſolurion- aboutie > How rhen can their Refolurton interveenipg , Toofe the 
peoplefrom nepHir;y, mop her Gods Command > Shall ir brno'fin ro me, becaoſe 
they fin before me? Can their going before: me in rhe rranſgreflion , exempr 
me from the tranſgreflion of rhar fame Law which obliges borh hem and 
me ? 2. The People were reproved for ſuch Afociarions as well as Rulers, 
rhoughrhey were originared from the Rulers. The Prophers ſpeak ro the whole- 
body. - What baſt thow to doe im the way" of Egypt &c. * Ter, 2:19. And Iſay, 
31. Wo to them that goi down to Egypt. Pſal. xo6. They mingled themſelves oc 
The Lord inſtrudted Iſaseb, and in him. all his oun people, alt the Children. 
whom God had given bim, ſaying, Say not ye, 4 Conftderacre, to all them #6. 
whom this people ſpall {ay , 4 Confederacy ; Iſay. $: 12. When all rhe people was. 
going on im ſuch a mean of Self-defence , he Lord inſtructed him and the 
Diſciples among whom rhe teſtimony was ſealed, that they ſhonJd'nor walk . 
in the way of this peopte. When Frhoſhephat was reproved for helping the 
ungodly., was not all his people reproved that wenr with him > They were: 
rhe helpers of rhe ungodly as well as he. If Amaxiah had refuſed to diſmils: 
the Army of Iſrael whom God was not with, Doubtleſs it tad been the Sub- 
jets duty ro teſtifie againſt ir , and refuſe ro concurr and att in ſuch & fellows. 
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ip. | | 
4 Ff the Aſſociarion and Conjunttion with Malignants, be only the fin of 
the Parliament » and not the fin of the people, who doe upon rheir Com- 
mand Afﬀeociate with them : Then we cangor ſee how people can be guilty of 
Afﬀociation with Maligoants ar any time and in-any Cafe, Fo foyn wich 
them in an itt Cauſe is not Lawfolf indeed © Bur neither way we joyn with. 
. good men in an cvil Caufe. Sappofe then rhe Cauſebe good anducerfaric (as 
no war is Juſt if'it be nor neceſſary) in what caſe or Circumſtances ſhall- 
Afociation with them be unlawfull forthe people? If it be faid, in Caſethe 
Magiſtrate Command ir not; we think that firange Divinitie, that the folks 
Command of the Magiftrare ſhould make rhat our dury, which in abſenge 
of his Command is our fin z And thar not becauſe of the abfence of his Cop 
mand bur from. orher perpetuall grounds. Certainly , whenever Afﬀociarion- 
with them isa fin, it is not thar which, makes ita fin becauſe the Maſtifirae 
Commands it nor, bur becaufe God forbids ir. And it 1s as ftrange, that rhe- 
vnlawfull and finfull Reſolarion of Parlifatient ſhould make that lawfull to me 
which otherwiſe had been. lawfull. It is known rhat Humane Laws oblidge | 
nor , bur as they have Connexion_with Gods Word. Now if that Law , en- 
joyning a Confluence of all Subjeas for the defence of the Kingdom. ,. .be 
contrare to the Word , in as far as it holds onr a Conjunfion with Ma- 
; . lignant 
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_gnaot and bloodie men , How can "it be Jawfull ro me ,in obedience to thar ; 


ordinance, to Aﬀociate with theſe men? If it be ſaid ro belawfull in thbe- Cafe 
of necefiy » thar ſame* neceſſity 1s as firong a plea for the Magiſtrates -cm- 
ploying rhem, as for the peoples joyning with rhem : and if ir doe noryuſtific 
that'> it. cannor - excuſe this. If the Lawfullneſs of the ME A N mult be 


meaſured by the juſtice and neceflity of the END : then -certainly any mean - 


ſhall be lawfull io the Caſe of juſt and neceffary defence ; then we way em- 
ploy Triſh'Qur-rhroars; then we'may go-to rhe Deyil for help, if expediency 


0-compals ſuch a neceffar and juſt End be the Rule of the Lawfullne(s- of the 


4. The. whole Land is bound by the Cevenant and Solemne Engadgmenr 
nor to _Aﬀociare with the Malignant party. + Ergo tt is finfull for the people 
ro-joyn with them as tor the Magiſtrate to employ them. Are we nor all 
bound by Covenant, to endeavour to bring Maligaants ro Condigne puniſh- 
ment » and ro look on them as enemies > And is not. Conjunftion and Con-- 
federacy wirh them -on' the peoples part, as inconfiſtent in its oun Nature 
with rhat Duty , as the- Magiſtrars employing them is inconſiftent with his 
Covenanred duty 2 'When all the people did Solemnly engadge themſelves 
mor to joyn any- more with the People of theſe Abominations, was the mea- 
ning. of it , we ſhall nor joyn umill our Rulers joyn firſt ; Or , we ſhall nor 
joyn with them 1n an ill Cauſe > No indeed}, burwe ſhall nor.emplay them in a 
good Cauſe, or joyn with any party of them in ir. If that Engadgment be 
upon every one in their ſtation , ler us confider wharevery mans Itation in rhe 


work is, The Rulers ſtation and Calling is"to chooſe Toftruments, and levie \ 


Forces for the Defence therecf. The SubjeAs ſtation and Calling is, to 
concurr in that work , by riſing in Defence of the Cauſe and Klogdome. 
Now what did the Subje@ then engadge. unto >. Certainly , unlefſle we mock” 
God, we muſt ſay, that as the Magiſtrate engadged nor to employ that un- 
godly Generation in a good Cauſe ,. ſo the Subze& engadged. nor tro joyn 


with any ſuch party even ina good Cauſe. If rhis be nor the meaning of ' 


our ENGADGMENTS and VOWS, We ſee nor how the Subjeds is 
in Capacity to break them, as to that preciſe poinrſof Aﬀociation, | 

In'Sum, All the Reaſons that are brought ro prove rhe unlawfullneſs of 
the publick Reſolurions, may with a litle Variation be proportionably applyed 
to this preſent Queſtion. Therefore we add no more bur'a Word te ane obje- 
Qion or rwo. | . - 

.ObjeR. x. A neceſſary Duty , ſuch'as Self-Prefervation is , cannot be my 
fin, Bur it is the Subjects neceflary Duty ro rife in Defence of the King- 
dome. Exgo. Anſwer, A necefiary Dury cannor be a fin in ir ſelf, bur 1t 
may be a fin in regard of fome Circumſtances , in which ir ceaſes ro-be 
a neceflary Duty. Ir is a neceſſar duty ro defend rhe Kingdome :. Bur it 
is neirher a Duty nor neceſſary rodoir in ſuch a ConjunQtion and fellowſhip, 
bur rather a fin. If I cannot preſerve my ſelf, burby ane unlawfull mean , rhen 
Self-preſervation in ſuch. Circumſtances, 1s not my Dutie, _. | 

Qbje&, 2d, JONATHAN did afliſt Saul in a waragainſt the Philiſtines 


invading the Land , and-no doubt many Godly joyned- and died in barrel. 
NF E 2 Now 
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Now this is commended. in Scripture, as- may be ſeerrin Davids funeral u- 
pon them ;- although ir was known that Sau! was ane hater of Gods people an& 
a perſecurer , and thar,God had a Controverſie with him , and that theſe 
3000 thar aſflilted him againſt David were- alſo ungodly and- wicked' men. 
Anſwer, 1. Theſe Scriptures ſpeak nothing ro commend thar Particular a& 
of Fonachans ConjunRion in war with his Father. David in bis Epitaph ſpeaks 
much-to the Commendation of both Saul,and Forathan, as of excellent 
Warriours; and of fonathan as a kind and Conſtant friend ro him: bur there - 
5 nothing rouched of that point. If that place be prefled , it will follow with 
much more evidence, that Sau! was as good a man as Fonathan, and tharthe 
People of God had grear loſs inzhis dearth, Bur none of theſe mult be preſſed ri- 
gorouſly from a ſpeech wherin he vents his affection and grief, 2, Suppoſe 
the naturall bond of Fonathan ro Saul his Father , andthe Civil bongs:of the 
people ro Saul their King , did oblidge them ro.joyn with him againſt the 
Common Enemy; Yer we think they oughr not ro have Afﬀociated with rhe- 
te perſecuting Servants and the 3000. that purſued' David; Bur rhey oughr 
ro have pleaded for a purging of the Arnrty. 3. Ir is not. Probable that there 
was many Godly perſons imployed in that Army. David complains of that 
time Pſal. 12. That the Gedly man ceaſed , and the faithfull from among the Childres: 
of men: and. that the micked walked round about when the Viteſt men- were Exalted, - 
4. Many of the Laws of God have nor been much raken-norice of, even 
Godly men , untill rhe Lord hath raken occaſion to. reprove them particularly 
and ſo ro mind them of their Duty. Ir is like the Rule Dewe. 23., hath-noat been 
Conſidered rill che time of Fehoſhaphat and 4Amaziah &c. | 
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Scriptures ſhewing the fin and Danger of Joyning with wic- 
ked and ungodly men. | | #05 4 


Jr I £25. When the Lord is puniſhing ſach a people againſt whom he 


hath a Controverſie and a norable Conrtroverſie , every one 'that s found 
ſhall be thruſt ghrough : and every one joyned with them ſhall fall. They par- 
rake in rheir Judgment , nor only becauſe in a Common Calamity alt ſhares, 
as'in' Exech, 21: 3. Bur Chiefly becauſe joyned with and partakers with the- 
fe whom God is purſuing. Even as the ſtrangers that joyn ro the houſe of 
Facob partake of her bleflings , Chap. 14: xn. To this purpoſe is Iſay.. 3t: 2, 3. 
. And Exek, 30: 5, 6,$. The - mingled people and rheſe rhat are in League 
with Epype partakes in her plagnes, and theſe that upkold thar Throne 
rhar God fo viſibly Controverts with , their power ſhall come down and atl 
. #s helpers ſhall be deſtroyed as it is Fer. 21: 12, 20, 24, And this 1s the great 
reaſon of rheſe many warnings ro go our of Babylon, Fer. 5o: 8. And 51:6. 
Remember thar paſſage” 2 Kings 1:'9, 10, 11, 12. \ The Caprain and Mefſen- 
ger of the King ſpeaks bur a word in obedience to his wicked Maſters Com- 
mand, and the fifty are bur with him and ſpeak nor : But their Maſters judg- 
ment comeson them all. EY | 
* Confider how many Teſtimonies rhe wiſe King in his Proverbs gives againſt 
ir, Chap. I. from vers Io. ro 19, My Son if finners entice thee, conſent thaw 
not. II. If they ſay, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood', let us lurk privily 
for the Innocent without Cauſe, 12, Let us ſwallow them up alive as the Grave z- 
and whote as thoſe that go- down into the pit. 13. We ſhall find all precious | wen 
ſtance, we ſhall fil our Houſes with _ ' 14. Caſt m thy lot among tis, letus 
all-have one Purſe. 15. My Son, walk not thow in the way with them; refrain ' thy 
fodt from their path. 16. For their feet run-to evil, and make baſt to ſhed*blood Uc. 
Here are the Praiſes and deſigns of wicked men expreffed in their oun na-. 
rure : bur certainly rhey would colour rhem over with fair pretences5- their 
purpoſe is ro undo men  efpecially Godly men that C/afed and purged them. 
Yea it is the profeſſion of many , and rhey ſcarce ly provily, orthave fo much: 
wiſdome as to conceal their defignes till rheir fir opportunity : bur: before the 
power be confirmed in rheir hand ,;they breath our Crueky againſt all rhe Inno- 
cent in the Land , and' promiſe themſelves grear gain by ir, andare already 
dividing their Eſtates among. them, ſaying , we ſhall find all precious ſubſtan-- 
ce, ver IJ, Bur my Son, if thow fear God , though they enrice thee wirh ſpe- 
cious arguments of Nature and Neceſſity and Countrey Priviledges , yet Content: 
not. ,Venture-nor thy ſtock in one Veſſel with chem Caſt nor in thy Lor 
among them. Jak not in the way with them, Refram thy foot from their- path :: 
for they are noz come to the heighr of iniquitie, they are running on*ro it :; 
And ifthow Joyn, thow wilt caſt thy ſell in a miferable ſnare : for eithey- 


thow muſt goon with .them to their Deſigned and profeſſed evils , or be expo=- 
&d1o their Cruelty... 5 | _ 
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- Chap. ares vers 10, 0 the end; wowed re har mto 6 30 tar and 
Knowledge is pleaſant to thy ſoul, 11, Diſcretion eferve thee, Underſtanding ſhall 
keep _ T2. - To deliver thee from Fe of the X45. hobo from the Sarah be 
keth froward- things. 13. Who leave-the Paths of urighineſſe to xoalk 81 the ways 
of darkneſſe. Tc, If thow rake the WORD of GOD: for a lamp ro thy 


#:er, and it -enter into thy Soul, and be received in love and affeRion: ir will 


certalaly keep thee ſrom the Evil mans way , who have already left the 
Righteous paths to walk in the ways of darknefſe, who rejoyce in nothing 
Þ much as4atheforrows and miſeries ofthe Godly , and deliyfr in one anothers - 
wickedneſs. And ic will keep rhee.Chaſt ro thy haſband CHRIST JESUS, 

and preſerve rhee from Commirring fornicarions with Egypt as 4holah and 4- 
holibabs and joyning ſo nearly with the degenerated ſeed of Abraham; who 
are bur as ſtrangers 3 for come near their houſe and Paths, and- rhey will lead 
thee ro Deſtruction withthem, or make rhee a more miſerable life. Bur rheſe 
that go ro them return nor again quickly ; they are like fallen larrs, Thall 
they ever be {ſet in the Firmamenr. again? Its ſafeſt ro walk with good. and 
righteous men: for Godsblefſing and promiſe is;0n them. His Curſe and rhreat- 
ning isanthe wicked: theretore thow may fear wrath'on thar accompr, ifrhow 
Joyn with them. | | 7 

. Chap. 4. ver 14.10 -20.. Enter not snto the Path of the Wicked , and go nat in 
the way of evil men. 15. Avoid it , paſs] not by it , turn from it, and paſs away. 
Is. For they ſleep not except they have done miſchief: and their ſleep is taken away 
except they cauſe ſome to. fall. - 17. For they eat the bread of wickedneſs , and ark © 
the wine of violence. - 18, But the pathof the juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſhi- 
neth more and more unto the perjfell day, I9. The way of the wicked 3s as darkneſs ; 
and they know not at what they ſtumble.. It was ſaid Chap. 3:23. that the man 
ho keeps wiſdom and the fear of God in his heart , ſhould walk m the way and not 
flumble; Thar ſafty hath eaſe 1o ir here', their ſteps are nor ſtraitned,, as 
when'a man walks'in ſteep ;and hazardous places, which cannot Chooſe bur 
it will be, if a man enter into the path of wicked men ,' he muſt either go 
along io their way with them, and then its-broad indeed ; or, if he think 


. t@ keep a good Conſcience in it, he willbe pinched and ftraitned: . therefore 


its freeſt for zhe mind and Conſcience. for ro avoid and paſs by that way : 
for they ſleep noe &c, rhey will never beſarisfied rill they have done amilſchief, 
they will hve upon the ruines of the poor Countrey,, And how will thow 
zoyn in that ? Or how can thow eſchew .ir if thow walk with them ? If ir 
Were no more, its a ſuſpected by-path » that chow never rayelled inrq. O 
paſs by ir; or, if thow. be entered, rurn our of ir. , If thow, wilt enter*upon 
the Apprehenſion of ſome light and duty-in ir, know thar its bur evening, . 
Sun is ſerting, and rhow wilt be. benighred ere tt belong: and thow ſhalt ſtum- 
ble thea and nor know. whereupon , even. on that thow ſees now and thinks t 
eſchew. and pals by. Then frem, yer 25. to the end,  Kyep thy heart with all 
diligence: for out of it are the iſ[utr-of life W0.. Except: thow keep». thy: heart 
and whole man , thow cannor eſcape falling in ſome.remptation-- O keep thy 
heart diligentlie on the knowledge and love of the Truth; Take heed to 
thy words. Logk nor a-ſquint but direRly to that which is good, Giv s nor 
| : a-ſquiar 
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2f{quint: look re any unlawful} Courfe , for the main or uttfiry it may be 
ſeems wo attend ir, Bar look ſtraight on, and ponder well thy way thow walks 
is, that rhow rur rono- extremity either ro one party or orcher, Thatthow 
walk in the middle way berweer Profaniry and Error, thow held theſe ways 
hitherto for exrreams., Ponder | beſeechthee rhen 5 before rhow walk in any 
ants, > os wherher they be reaily come rothee, or thow ro them, Mark who 
1s changed. 7 Os | s OT 
Com 5:9; ro the'r5. Remove thy way far from her : and come not near the — © 
deor of her houſe, 9. Leſt-chow give thins honour unto others and thy years unto 
the Cruel, 10. Leſt ſtrangers be filled with thy wealth , and thy Laborers be in 
the honfe of 4 ſtranger. 1t. And thow mourn at laſt, when thy fleſh and thy bodie 
are COIs. F2. 4nd ſay how have | hated inflyuttion , and my heart deſpiſed 
* 13: - And have not obeyed the voice 'of my teachers nor enclined mine ear 
to thems that inſtratied 'me? tc, If thow would be ſafe from ſnares, Remove 
from! the way and houſe of the itrange Woman. Thow muſt fall in Abolab 
and Abvlibahs whordoms , Ezek. 23, excepr trhow come nor near them. If 
thow keep nor from that Aﬀembly and Congregation, thow ſhall be a/moſt 
in alt evil. If thow joys with cher», -rhow cannot bur parrake of their fins 
- and plagues; and {o SG ſhalt fay afrer, when thow cannor well mend ir, 
If 1:46 near gone 5 my ſteps almoſt gone, and all the Aﬀembly of his people ſhali 
witneſs ro tr, | | Jt i F 
Chap. 6: #6,17, x3,24,25, Theſe ſix things doth the Lord hate, yea ſeven are 
ane Aboyminatin wwe hin. t7, 4 proud wg » A lying tongue, and hands that 
s 1mm blood: 18%. Ani heart that deviſeths wicked tmagmations , feet that be 
fwifs in running to miſchief. 24. Fo keep thee from the flrange Woman , from the 
flartery of the tomgue of a firange Woman, 25. Luft not aftey ker beauty im thine 
© heart; neither let her: take thee with her eye-lids. ' Deſcrives both our Encmies , 
the Malignant Party and the Sefarian, Pride, Violence, Cruelty, Lying, is 
the very Character: of the one. Flartery , beauty of prerended Religion, and 
falſe witnefling and Charging of the Lords people, andſceking ro ſow diſcord 
among theſe that were one m heart and work, is the Character of theorher, 
Now keep thee from voththeſe: Abominations : and do nor think, its in thy 
power nar-ro be infected: with. rhe- Conmagion of their fellowſhip. "Can a mar 
take fire mhir bofom- and his Cloaths not be burnt ? Can. one go on hot Coals and not 
burn his free? So whoever Afociares and goes in friendly to eirherof chem ſhalb + 
—_ Innocent, ver 27, 2829. 6." | 
Chap. 72:-14. &c. I bave peace offerings gvith me, thi'day have I payed my Vows, 
They pretend. Religion Ke wp F Ang our Church es » The Ma- 
lignants have ſarisfied them, and, repented;, Even like the peace offerings and 
 Fows of the” whore. She began with-her devotion » that ſhe mighr with more 


liberty fio more, and have that prerence' ro cover ir ;. and by means of her 
offerings, ſhe gor a fealt of the fleſh, Even as #hey by. profeflion of Repen- 
rance-are Admitted ro Truſt; and by dffering-for uiclike fin, 4 new 11 1s: 
Covered, and Vows anderraken never ro be kept:* Therefore rake heed of. 
theſe ſnares: Far ſhobth caft down many trmp ver 26. Many tall Cedar hath 
fallen by that Fellowſhip; Ireahe way *ro-hell yrs 27. See Chap. 8713, . 
2 TOY S., Chap. 
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miſe 


perverteth his wafs , ſhall be known. . vers 11. The mouth of a' Righteous m 


ver 24,25, 28, 31» 32. Which ſhew us, Thar if the Lords mind berevealed 


ro any concerning the preſent Courſes, ir muſt be ro his. paor people rhat wair.. 
| the wicked and ungodly in the Land , - who'almoſt, 


on him, and not to a i 
-only are ſatisfied andclear in the Courſe, who yet before were never ſatis» - 
h:d., And beſide , though rhe Lorg be Chaſtiling his people ,' yer one may 
j0yn with them withour fear of wrath and Indignation on- that accompt, and 
with hope of Partaking of their bleſſings , when he cannot and dare nor joyn 
with a wicked party purſued with wrath and Indignation in- the ſame diſpen- 
. fation, Which may be more clear from Cap. 11, ver 3»5»8. The Integrity 
of the Upright ſhall guide them : but the perverſneſs of Tranſpreſſors ſhall deftroy them. 


ver 5, The Roghreonſnes of the perfet# ſhall direff his way : but the wicked ſhall - 
Fall by his oun wickedneſſe. $. The Righteous is delivered out of troubleand the wic- . 


ied cometh in his ſtead. And ver To, and 11, Shews the different Condition of. 
People under wicked Rulers and Godly, All the wicked now-rejoyce, None 


ſhours bur they , they think their day is come , the Godly generally hang their . 


head and are diſcountenanced. Even as Pſal. 12, The 21. and 31 ver. ſhews 
that when Godly men are Chaſtiſed and puniſhed in the Earth for rheir fins ,. 
much more- wicked, eſpecially when the Godly were Chaſtiſed for partaking 
with them, according ro 1 Per. 4: 17, 18. Iſay. 10: 12. andq9: 12. ; | 
Chap. 12: ver 13. They are ſnared by the tranſpreſſion of their lips » their -ordi- . 
nar Common ſpeeches they drop out with, declare them and make their Cauſe 
more hatefull than other prerences its covered with-would permirr. Yea they 
ſpeak like rhe piercings of a ſword. againſt the Godly ver 11. .If our State 
_ and Church had a LIP OF TRUTH): they would ſpeak alwife the ſame 
thing, they would not carry in their talk and writings, as now every com- 
mon underitanding perceives, We may find;their writings-made up'of Con- 
rradicions: For 4 lying tongue is but fir a moment ver 19, Its but for a mo». 
ment indeed before the Judicatory » and then our of doors it contradidts ir 
ſelt, as in the mock Repenrances. Bur ſorrow and: anguiſh will come to rhe- 
ſe » who before they would ſpeak ofrerms of peace with one Enemy, would 
Affociate in war with another. Bug to the Counſellors of peace is joy. ver 20. 


The preſent Courſe Contraditts this 26. ver. The Reghteous 35 more . excellent | 


than his Neighbour : but the way of the wicked ſeduceth them. They think rheſe 
Malignants better than the Welt-Courrey forces ;rhey would condefcendro an 

rerms to ger their help, though ir were to ranverſe the 4 of Claſſes ,"to gi-' 
ve them Indemnity ; yea not ſo much as ro Condemne their way: bur:rhey 
will not fo much as clear the State of the Quarell, or, chooſea betrer Gene-- 
ral forall their help. Their way ſeems good in their guneyes ver 15. Butit were wile, 


gome to hearken to the Counſel of the Godly. ' | Cap. 


vers 6. Bleſſings are upon the head 'of the juſt :but-oiolence  Covereth the, 
mouth of the. wicked, 9g. He that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely: but he that - 
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_ Chap. Io. Shews us the very Aiffereas, eſtare of the Godly and wicked, both- 
un rega d of light and knowledge concerning Duty , and of bleflings pro-;.- 
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& well of tife: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. ver 20. The tongl Sm; ; 
of the Tuſt is as Choiſe ſilver : the heart of the wicked is litle worth, wer 23. It is 


as 4 ſport to a fool to do miſchief : but a man of underſtanding hath wiſdom Uc., 


_w 


YN 


ſhews'*6ur folly: ver-20. * He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be miſe : 

4 Conipanion of fools fhall be deſtroyed, A man' will be, muſt be affimilared 

ro his company , and then partake of their Judgment or bleſſings, - 
Chap." 14. * He thar is accuſtomed ro ſpeak truth 1n' private., will in his 


-common fpeech be a-fairhfull witneſs in-publick : But a man accuſtomed to 


Lying ; "Diffembliftg , Swearing in private , will nor ſtick roforſwear himſelf , 
+10 make-profeſlions and vowes contrare to' his mind inpublick, ver 5, (which 
is'afo' Chap 12.17. and 6. 19.); Such met ſeek wiſdom and make a ſhew of 
Religion'y dur/find 1t nor 7 whereas irs eaſy: ro Godly men 'to find ir, to find 
Repentance andalyation, ver, 6, Go away from fooliſh metz and break off ſocie- 


oO galy men}, benot'privy to'their Counſels ; Uſe them nor as ſpeciall 


friends, - when rhow: perceives. that all-means are uſed in vain to reclaime rhem 
from their Damoable way and principles, ver 7. - The knowledge a Gadly 
man” hath, it fetves't6 dire& his-way and is given of God for it : Bur all 
the wit and ſkill of fuch wicked men is Deceit , they rhemſelyes are begui. 
led by ir in opinion-and prattife and-hope. And they alfo beguile others, 
ver 8. Sin makes fools aggree: Bur among the Righteous , rhat which is 
good ' makes aggreement (inthe ol tranſlation) ver 9. Irs only evil will 
unite all the wicked-in the Land as one man + for its '« ſport to them to do 
miſchief (Chap To. 23.) Albeit our way ſeem right im our eyes ; Yet becauſe 
its'a"backilyding way , and departing from unqueſtionably right Rules , the 


end will be death, and we will be filled with our oun devices. O ir ſhall be bir-. 


rer in the belly of all: Godly men when they have earen 'it ver 12, 14. and 
Chap I. 31, The funple believeth every word giverh credir'to every vain word 
that is' ſpoken, Burt 4 prudent man looketh well to mens. geings > Ponders and 


examines whether their. profeſſions and praftiſes agree ;* What weighr is in- 
their words, *by the Inſpeion of theiy deeds, and of rheirordinar ſpeaking; 
and does not account a Coined word before a Judicarory ſufficient. ro reſtify _ 


Repentance: and as he gives not preſent credir to their profeflions , who ha- 
ve ſo often proven rreacherons; ſo he himſelf ſkarrs art every appearance of evil, 


and keeps himſelf from -ir; Whereas fooliſh ſoulr rage and are confident , think... 


any thing Lawfull if rhey can have any prerence tor ir, oruſe of ic ver 15, 
x6; Then whar a great difference is berween- wicked men and Godly men, 
borh in their Lor, when God is CorreQing both > "And in their difpoſirion, 
wiſdom that -reſts'in rhe ones hearr,, is Manifeſted 3 Wickedneſs in the 


/ 


others heart appears alſo, In the mid - ſuch men there is no other thing - 


ver 32.3 3. Chap 
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Chap 15. 8. The Sacrifice of the wivied is aw Abemination to the Lord : but 
the Prayer of the upright is bis delight..,,, Expreſſes how peering thing:the 
outward protefſions. and ſactifices. of Gicked. en , Continuing i thetr wicke' 
n:ſſe, whatane Abomination rhat Cammoaly called PUBLICK REPEN- 
TANCE, or ECCLESIASTICALL HOLINESS. is, whenmen 
are. viſibly ngnery and ungodly in their Canverfation :- And therefore: he plea- 
ded alwayes with rhat people, that his ſoul abborred cheir externall Ceremo» 
nies, becauſe of the Uncleanneſs of their bands. He pleaded that he never Com< 
manded them , though indeed he-did commaad rhem ; Yer. thoſe- were aber- 
rations and deparrings from the exprefle Rule and- Command , to accept or 
be pleaſed with cheſs ſacrifices and Ceremoaies, when there was no eviden+ 
ce of Real Repeatance. To this. purpoſe are Chap 21. 4. 27. Hay 1. 21.and 
66. 3. Fer. 6. 20. and 7. 22. Amos 5, 22, All which ſhew. that-ies but a 
mocking of the Lord , and perverting of his Law , and profaning of his/Qr- 
dinances, ro accept the prof-ſlion, of Repenrance in thoſe- who walk contrary 
thereto, and ro couat them Ecclefiaſtically Holy enough , who ſay;, they: re- 
pent ; though a thouſand actions witneſs the Contrary, Of ſuch. the: Lord: 
| ſays, ,what haſt thow ta,do to rake my. Covenant in thy mouth ; ſeing thow bazer #d-be 
reformed ? Pſal. 50. 16,17. They bave no right to. it , they ſhould not. be ad- 
mirred to ir : for irs a taking the Lords Name 1n.vain.. The x6 verſe tells. us 
Thar ir bad been better ro poſſeſs our oun Land 1n quietneſs, than ro'venture 
whar we have for the uncertain Conqueſt of England, and;Reſticurion , of the 
Kiog » Parallel with Eccl 4, 8. | a! * 7991 
. Chap. 16:7. When a mans mays 244 the Lord , he maketh even "his. enemies: 
z0:be at peace with bim, Can our ST A.T ES way then pleaſe rhe Lord , (eing. 
they cannor find the way of Peace > They will not walk in. its and ſeeing! 
they make the Godly io the Land to fall our, with rhem ,. and. none to be-as 
peace bur rhe wicked , who may thereby ger opportunirie to cruſh. the Godly. 
ver 17. The High-way of the upright is to depart from: evil, This is the high 
way only.to depart from. evil ,, not Carnal policies , nor adyantages.- / 
thinks the ſtepping, afide to any of theſe 1s nor the high way. Canthen » 
mer change their way s and go croſs to it , and keep the right way 
in both > No, the Godly have this high way and keeps it, Chap. 17, 
ver 11. An evil man ſeeketh only Rebellion: therefore a Cruel meſſenger ſhalk be ſen 
againſt him. Evil men ſeek only Rebellion, and delights in no other: thing:;) - 
But the KING: of KI N GS ſhall ſend a Cruel meſſenger, be arms men- 
with wrath and power againſt them. ver 13. Speaketh ſadly rorhe Bngish-apd: 
ro our State, that rewarded the Weſt Countrey evil for good, ver Ie and by. 
Tells us how we ſhould advice befure we begin a war, and leave-no-mean-oft 
compoſing Difference and ſtrife unafſayed ; we did more in it thanthe Engliſh: 
bur not all we might bave done. ver 15. with Chap. 18:5. lis a dreadful - 
ſentence againſt rhe publick Judicarories » that inall their Reſolurions,. Papers 
and Pradtiſes , Tuftifie the wicked and ungodly as honeſt fairhfullmen, and con- 
demne pproven Faithfull men, that cannot go along, in ſuch Courſes 4 or 
were earneſtio haye them Repent, as both Malignants and SeCtarives. Doe 


they nor A all Malignants friends , and abſolye; them from- the-'fen- 
; , LEnCes 


/ 


"4 


a ek 
- 4 
V if 


+4 Tak 


—_ 


and 


place They 
+ 4 havegi 
men » who have: 

A Ont. ar leaf avi 


ſes, &c. bh Es | | ; 
(Chap. 18: ver2. (4 food hath no delight in underſtanding , bue that bis hears 
we4g .Diſcoverit ſelf.) 'Shews, that if rhe preſent Caule and Courſe were of God 
80d tended fa-much ro his Glory ; fools or wicked: men would” haye no ſuch 
delightin it : for they delighr in norhing but whargis agreeable to their humour , 
19. dilcoyer themſclyes &c. Vers 3, gives the ttie reafon , why. our publick Judi- 
carones and Armies are ſo baſe and contemprible ; why conrempr and ſhame 
is:powred on them ; becauſe, when che” wicked comes , then alſo comes _ I 
4nd) with the wile man, Reproach. vers 13. Hetbat an{wereth a Cauſe before be hear 
ut, 1t ##:fotly and. ſhame unto him, Many paſs peremprory ſeatence upon the - 
honeſt party in the Weſt, before they hear all parties, and be throughly informed, 
and. ther ic 4" folly and ſhame to them. They hear rhe State and Church and whar 
they:can ſay for their way; and indeed they ſeemjuſt, becauſe they are firſt 
in With their ;Cauſe with them, and they will nor hear anorher; bur he rhat 
comes afcer will make [nquiry, and diſcover thefe fallacies. Vers 24. There 
i; 4: frzend that fticketh eloſer than a brother, A godly neighbour , not ſo near in 
natural bends rous, 'that is a furer friend than many brethren in the fleſh. 
mr ons of Countrey and Kinred , ſhould all Cedeftro Gods Intereſt. See 
4p: 17: 17- - s 
Chap, 19: 22, 4 mans deſire is his Kindneſs : and a poor man is better than 
# ler. The Godly, that cannor Concurr in the publick Canſe being diſabled 
'throughan invincible impediment of fin lying in ho way and means made uſe 
of, are better friends, and have more real good-will to rhe ſtabliſhment and 
. peace- of the Land, than any ungodly man , ler him be never ſo forward in 
the preſent Courſe. Vers To, Pleafure and irs atrendants , are not comely for 
a wiched man. 1. e. Fooliſh man; much leſs for 4 ſervane, i.e. men enthial- 
led in their Luſts, ro Rule over Princes i.e.” Godly men, highly cps 24 
by God. ' All things that are good do ill become them ; bur worſt of all ro 
have Power and Superiority over Good men. vers 25, Joyned with Chap. 
21:11. Ring-leaders of wickednefſe, Refraftory and Incarrigible ' perſons 
ſhould have been made examples ro others, and this would have prevented 
much miſchief. The Scriprure res ground for purring difference berween the 
corner and ſimple ,- ſeducers and ſedyced. © | NF 
Chap. 20:6, and Chap. 21: 2, and Chap. 16:2. Moſt men will proclaim , 
every one bis oun goodneſs : but a faithfull man who can find? Its no great won 
der that Malignanrts fay they Repenr ; and rhe Stare and Ch Fay they 
keep the ſame- principles: for who will fay any evil of himſelf> vers 8. Ma- 
giſtrares thould fatter away evil ſmen yi rheir Countenance, by denying ir 
| 2 ro 
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fools. will be meddling. Vers.11, Shews that the oe YA udging of men: 
'con 
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to.them , looking down on them K.> + WPG ourRulersgarhier'them, Ferrs;. 
Shews, 'that war and ſtrife ſhould nor be-kept up bur in extream neceſſity »- 


. [theſe 
who upon a bare ok tnpes » pronounce a Notour'Malignant a friend; ha - 
ving no-proof of their integrity ; .and will nor have any Judged ſuch, bur ſgch- 
as judicially are debarred ; yer they, contrary. roall- rhe reſtimony. of works. 
and fruits, Judge and. condemn honeſt menas:Traitors , though not Judicially 
convicted. - Certainly Diverſe meaſures are an Abomination to the. Lerd Asfin- 


is by their. Doings and fruits » nor {trained words an 


- 


vers 10, Then vers 25, Sacriledge is deſcribed, and COvered oryney »\which. 


is 4 ſnare to the ſout thar commurs it , t0.Devour that which is holy} 4. e. Empla- 
yeth ro Common uſe thefe things God harh ſer aparr,. and commanded robe- 
kept holy , as our profaning -of REPENTANCE and. ABSOLU- 
TION by caſting ſuch pearles to Swine, and for our own Adyantage ma-. 
king a cloak of them ro bring in wicked men., contrare to the very. nature- 
and Inftirurion of the ordinance. Alſo. our proſtituting of our Covenant and: 
Cauſe,, moſt toly things, ro mentain . Unholy or Common Latereſts.  -Qur- 
commitrring his Holy things ro them that will Devyour. them. 4nd afterwows to- 
make enquiry » To diſpute now , that we did not- bind our ſelves in rhe Caſe of 
neceſlity , not to. employ wicked men 3. when as the ground-is perpetuall and: 
holds in all cafes. Ir ſhews etther remerity ' in. ſwearing, or. 1mpiety/inen-- - 
quiring afterward and changing, See Deue, 23: 21, Then vers 26.. 4 wiſe 

King! ſcattereth. the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over. them. .. :O' that onr Magi» 
ſtrates were ſo wiſe! Is rhe A of /evie a ſcattering of the wicked 2. Is the a@t-of 
Endemnity a bringing the wheel over them Pſal, 101, $.1:will early deſtroy To.: /:*) 

, In Chap. 21:10. (The. ſoul of .the wicked defireth evil, his neighbour. findeth 

0 favour in his eyes.) The wickedsprinciples can carry no where:bur ro evil; 
and to do evil ro Good men. vers 8. His way and life is full of horrible and 
tragicall chances : Bur a- good. mans. work is eaſie and plealant, direQs ro a 
good and peaceable end Ifay. 26: 7. In vers 12. A Righteous man ſhould 
bave his witr abour him, to conſider ungodly houſes and families , and perſons- 
that God hath viſible controverſies with , that he may not communicate with 
chem in their Judgments. vers 16. Ir is a fad wandring our of the way , when- 
2 man leaves the Congregation of the Living to bi e among. the dead: 
Dead in fins and appoinred to Death. Irs a-great Judgment as well as fin... 
Vers 27. with the 4. and places before-cired , ſhew how Abominable. the 
exrernall profeſſions and pretences of wicked men are, when contradidted. by 
their praQtiſe ;_ eſpecially if they doe 1r bur our of a wicked mind , when they 
farend to effeA'ſome miſchief, under the Colour of Repenrance and being Re- 
conciled rothe Church. As 4bſaloms Vow.art Hebron ; as Balaam and Balak and 
rhe Phariſees ,. who under prerence of long prayers devoured widows houſes ; as 
Zezebels faſt; and as the people Iſay. 58:4. Who faſted for ſtrife and debate,and to'ſtri- 
ke with the fiſt of wichedneſſe. All men knows thar the Church is thefalder r0 ſte 

up upon to go ro preferment, and Repentance the door to enterto places ofFruſt, 


 --yChap. 22; 3. (4 prudent man forſeeth the evil and wn toro tn . but: the 


ſimple paſs on and are puniſhed.) He 1s.a wiſe man that knows the. Judgmenr 


4a 
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0 he Logs. and; as, the Fork anid-ſo/owithe time” of his coming » /thar; fn: 
with ſpiricuall appephenderh - Judgment comming on ſuch Gourle and ſuch a 
party , and hydes mſelf, 0C$: Ange s FELIrFes-T0-2 Covert » renin theſe 
kb and the leaſt fellowſhip with-them-tharbring iron ,. and eſchewing ſuch-- 


a Society as harh rhe Cloud. hanging direGly above their head :- bur fimpls 
Idiors and blind. worldlipgs go. pn head-long,, -and: dread norhing, and are pu- 
niſhed,. vers.5. Moſt. Grieyous. Plogues and Puniſhmenry, and all manner 
of ;unhappineſs encumbrerh rheir wicked lite : Therefore he that would keep 
himſelf-pure and clean, .1 fobn. 5: 18. and ſave-his. oun ſoul, ſhall be far from 
them; ſhall keep himſelf far from ſuch people. 'He prays. with-] OB. Leer: 
their Counſell be far from me Tob 21: 1617. Beoauſe their good is not in their 
band; their Candle 3s oft- put' our #c, And reſolves with JA COB,. My ſout- 
ſhall not enter pto their ſecret ,. to have ſuch Intimacy with them , as joyn-Coun- 
ſells with them Gen.49:6, And vers 10,11. Caft our of thy Company ,: 
Family, Jurifdiftion, the Scorner that contemns C5dly men, and mocks In- 
ſtryQion 3. for ſuch .men are Infectious, and able ro Corrupt all they Conyerſe 
with: Bur Caſt him. our, and Contention; ſhall go our with him, Its fach- 
only that marrs.the union of the Godly, that ſtirs up'ſtrife, and foments di-- 
viſions, Thow ſhalt have more peace, and be more free from-fin-and ſha» 
me, . Bur ſound hearted upright men , who deal faithfully, nor to pleaſe bur ro: 
profir .; - yow ſhould chooſe theſe x0- entruſt and rely upon; rhoſe ſhould be: 
the friends: of Kings. Vers 14, As a Harlots allurements are like pits ro. carch» 
men, ſg the Allurements of wicked ungodly mea their Power , Policy- &c.. 
and their fairſpeeches and flatteries, is adeepditch to carch men inro-this ſpirt- 
ruall whoredome and fornication ſpoken of Ezxek, 23. And he whom Gad is pro-- 
voked with, by former wickedneſs, falls into it Ecck;-7: 26; vers 24, 25, (Make not 
friendſhip with an angry man : . and with a furious man thoto ſhalt not go To.) 
And 1s aot Aﬀociation, in Arms with ſuch , as friends againſt one Enemie, a 
making friendſhip with them we are-ſworn to: hold as Enemies? If we may 
not converſe with a furious paſſionate-man z how rhen with men of. blood, en- 
raged',. whoſe invererare malice hath now: occaſion. to- vent againſt all rhe- 
Godly ? For thow wilt learn his wayes, as we. have always-ſcen ir by-expe- 
rience; andrhow wilr ger a ſnare to thy ſonal: If thow go nor in his ways yow- 
cannot aggree, yow will fall out:and quarxell ; and thar is aſnare ro thee. Pers 
28, Remove not the ancient land-mark - which thy Fathers have ſet, If it bs 'ſo+ 
dreadfull and accurſed ro remove. our Neighbours marksand bounds. O how- 
much moreto change andalter Gods land mark:, his Privileges, Oarhs and Cove-- 
nants &c. and Chap. 23: los Ii, Deut; 19:14; and 27: I7,. ; | 
Chap. 23: 1,7. (When thaw ſuteſt to eat. with-a. Ruler » Conſider. diligently 
what is before thee, vers 7, For as he thinketh in his. heart ſo is he Go.) Conſider 
diligently what men AR-E, not what they PRE TEND .and ſeem-to be -- 
for as they think ſo are they , nor as rhey pretend-with their rongue and Counte-- 
nance » bur as they think in their heart ,. which is berrer. evidenced by rheir- 
Common 'and habiruall ſpeaking and walking, than any deliberate and reſol-- 
ved. profeſſion contciyed.of purpoſe. Bur þ} .thow.confider nor-this., ths ws if 
| . 6 
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fel thew haſt eaten thow ſhalt vomee- up \ thow Thate 
liry and loſr 8H thy fiveet words. Vers 23; Buy the truth an 
not we, ſell. the trurh and Cauſe and: all into the hands of rhe 


ly defire to be with them as 1n % 23: 17, Bur 
rather to'be in Gods fear alwayes, that is good Company. The Reaſon. is 
Vers 2. Their heart ſtudies the deſtrution of rhe Godly, why then ſhould 
thow walk with-thine Enemy ? And yow ſhall hear nothing bur- miſchief in 
their Lips. vers 12. Its not accordingjto mens words bur works they ſhopld 
be judged , and why do not we follow thar Rule in our Judging > Do we. 
mock God as one mocks another > Fob 34: 11. Pſal. 62:12, Fer, J2: 19. Rom. 
2:6. Vers 21. &e, Men given to Change » falſe deceirfull men, theddle not 
with ſuch if rhow either fear God or refpe& man; for ſuch will be ſure ro no 
Incereſt but their oun. Their calamity ſhall come ſuddenly :. therefore have 
nothing to doe with them -: for who knows the Ruine of them both-,, of 
them and all other wicked men , or of both them and the King if wicked; 
Alfo to the wiſe and Godly rhis, belongs , Irs not jgood-to have Reſpett of - 
Perſons in Judgment , whither he be King or Noblman.. A Righteous Stare 
reſpefss not the Perfon of the Prince and mighty faith Fob. Bur he thar fays to the 
Righreous, yow are wicked SeQtaries, andalſo Malignants, becauſe ye will nor 
approve all thetr Refolutions; and ro the wicked, thow art Righteous, ro 
the Malignants, yow are the honeſt men; rhe bleſſed of rhe Lord, who did 
ever to this day fall under Meroz - Curſe , Should the peopleapprave him 2 
No Cerrainly , him ſha they Cnrfe, and the Nations abhor him or them : Bur 
a blefling on them thar would reprove our fins and ſearch them our. Vers 29, 
The Malignant party are even fpeakingſo , As'the Claſſers and purgers, did 
tous, eyen ſo will we doe to them. Bur God willrengder themaccording ro 
their work. | 7 
Chap. 25. 2. (It is the honour of Kings to ſearch out a matter, ) Its a Kings 
glory and Judges glory ro fearch our a marter, to try difſemblers before they 
zruſt them; Gods glory is ro' Pardon , Mans glory is ro Adminifter Juſtice 
Imparrtially. ver 4» 5. ſhews , whar need there-is of purging places of cruſt, 
eſpecially abour rhe King. Droſs, cannot be meſted , take what pains yow 
will, ir will not convert into a veflel and- become -ufefull. This mixed in , ob- 
ſtrudts all Equity » Juſtice and Piery where ir is. The Ruler ſhould be rhe 
Refiner ro purge away this drofle, and rhe Army or Judicatory or Kingdome' 
is a veſſell. Yow ſball neyer get a fined veſlel foruſe and ſervice, till yow urge 
away the drofle Pſal. 1o1. 4. Then Vers $. we fhould follow peace with all 
men as much' as is poſſible, never to begin ftrife or draw the Sluſe of conten- 
tion : But if we be wronged , we ſhould nor for all that goe our _ -rO 
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upright man, conſenting with a wicked wan infin 5 or, through: fear-of him, 
not daring to do his duty , rurning ro him and his way » or dallying a Lt 
rering him in his Jaiquity , is /ke 4 troubled fountain » is nor good and profita- 
ble for Edification nor Correction , having traubled the. purity of his ſoul: 
rheough the mudd of Carnalt reſpects and Intereſts : Corruption within is 
the mire , the wickeds ſeducements are like the beaſts rrampliog it with his 
foot; And he is like a corrupt, infefted and poiſoned fountain, more ready 
ro. infet and draw others by his example, Verſe 27, A man ſhould not ſeck 
Honour aad preferrmenr > thats baſe and ſhamefull. None of the trees lon- 
ged for ſoyeraigntie but the Bramble. | 

. Chap 26.1. (4s prow in ſummer and 4s rain m barveſt ; ſo bonouy io not ſcem- 
ly for a Sul) [rs.as unſcemly , prodigiousand deſtruttive a thing to give Ho- 
nours, Promotioris and Truſt ro wicked men, as ſnow. and much rain in Har- 
veſt ; a Reproach and puniſhment more becomes him ,than honqus the reward: 
of Goodnels (as ver 3) a whip » rod and-bridle for him, to reſtrain him. from 
wrong 47 pane bim-ro goodnefle yer 6. He' that commits an errand or 
bufigeſs and 'entruſts a wicked man with it, is as unwiſe in ſo doing as if 
he did cur off the Meſſengers feer he ſent; he deprives himſelf of the means 
ro compaſs-it; He ſends a lame man to. run. ane errand ; He is puniſhed: 
by himſelf as if he had cur off his oun feer, and oqgnny ſorrow and diſ- 
content to. himſelf , as if he were- compelled to drink norbing but what is 
contrare to. his ſtomack. ver 7, All good parks balt and limp in evit 
mens mourhs 5 For there is no conſtancy in 'their mouths : Within they are 
very roxtennefſe. - Out of the ſame mouth comes bleſſing and Curſing, Jam. 10. 
their very..words aggregmor ; The publick and extraordinary Croffes the priva- 
te & ordinary, and their ations have leſs hartnony with their words, Pro- 
Faſſing they know God , in works they deny him «fe. Ver $, To give a mad man a 
weapon , what els is it bur ro murder ? To bring hor ro anordinance which 
may do much miſchief ro himſelf agd others, is ro beacceffory-to that miſe» 
chief; So to give honodr to a fool, be hath. given power to them, and pur 

- them in- a Capacity: ro-do evil , and fer rhem on work again ro porfe& their 
defignes againſt good 'men. Verſe 9, As a drunken man , pur a thorn in his 
hand , he can make no uſe of tr, bur eo hurt himſelf and athers; ſo wicked 
mens good ſpeeches and fair profeſſions, commonly tend ro fome miſchief, 
theſe but cover their evil deſignes : and yer the Garin is ſhorter than 
that it can hide them.: Verſe: 19,. wicked Ruless (look the margent) grieve 
Ws | [9 SE. and 


within him till a time of venting them: Therefoxe when he ſpeaks fo fair - 
and. Courteoufly , be nor confident of him , truſt him nor too farr rill thow. 
haye proof of his Reality. Pur nor thy ſelf and rhy deareſt Intereſts imo his 
mercy. This is wiſdom :and nor want of . charity Ter. 12. 6. Micah,"7.-5. 
Cain, Foab, Judas , are proof of this. Ir may be covered -2 time, but” gor 
long. Naturam expellas furca licet uſque recurras.. | rhe World ſhalt be 
wirneſſe of it. Pſal. 125. So thegp vers 2atf T iator.and falle/ ac- ; 
cuſer who openly profeſſes his Yatred and_malice > and:the fidgreror” Thar 
ſeems robe moved with love , both of rhem produce one effet, viz uine and - 
Calamitie. 2; ITE arr ue CT TED 
Chap 27. 3, 4+ { 4 fone is heavy and the ſand weighty 7 But 4 fools ora < 
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 # henvyer than; them both ec: We fee, what we may expe ; of che baragay raged, 
. exaſperared Malignant: Party. » | their wrath. againſt all the God) + for their 
fairhfallſechiding-and purging them our of places of truſt, is weighty and un- 
ſupportable like-the ſand of 'rhe ſea-;. It will cruſh rhem..under it if God ſup- 
rt not. [ts likea ſwelling Riyer or aHigh ſpring-tyde.., ... it--goes overall 
nks ;/\fince : the: State-and, Church have drawn the fluce and letten it one. 
Bur when ir is joyned'with Envy and Malice ,aggioſt, Gadlineſs and_ Piery it 
ſelf; who-can ſtand before that + :.No means can quench that heat. Verſe 6» 
fairhfull mens Reproofs , Remonſtrances: and Warnings, applyed in. Love and 
Compaſſion 4 are better than an Enemies Kiſſes and flatteries. , than. his } ig 
and oynrmenrs-is .: Therefore we- would Pray. againſt, rhe one ,.and for the: 
other /; that'God:would ſmire us with tbe mouth. of che Righteous , but keep» 
Us from: the dainties:of the. wicked foabr + Fudaſes , and. 4cbirophbels. Varſe. Y. 
Speaks ſadly againſt Miniſters ;that withdraw . from :their ; Charges ſo unge=-- 
n+ as a'bird that wandreth-roo-long. from herinelt., .the young ſterye- 
for Cold-or famine, or'are made a prey. ; {o theſe. , : who pag, we neceſiie 
ry. Call ro be els-where  :eſpecially nor being.. members of the imiſſion,. 
yer ſtay:nor with their flocks, are guilty of their.ſouls. Ruine. verſs 10, O how: 
doth this ſpeak-againſt:rhe. preſent Courſe of Judicatories ,. they haye fotſa- 
ken their old; Exiebfall friends, when they, proved ever,Conſtanr , atid haye: 
| Ways to-their wicked, Countrey-mens houſe in a6 Wok meg rey. 
ur @ geighbonr- in affeRion aud piety , is. nearer than @ drother 10 fleſh arid: 


near io thabirgtion+ > 57 AE 5 Es holmes £7 edgy 09 cet gt prot 
- Chap: 28. x.-( The wicked flee when. no man-purſueth -; But the Righteous ir: 
bold as: 4; Lym) wicked men.are.now choſen for _Stoutneſs and _ Cou- 
rage ,. | but: they -have. no fure-foundarion. for ir, Its burs like rhe Rage: 
and/ remerity of a mad-may or. .drunkard :.-Bur' Godly. men ,. once faris-- 
fyed io} grounds 'of 'Conſcignce; about their. duty. » would haye been. bold: 
as Lyons.: -A.'good Conſcience, would. have made them bold. Pſal.. 112. 7» 8... 
Lewe,26. 136. :Now verſe2, Behold the pyniſhment of our fins, our Governours | 
are\changed ; There-ivalmoſt > toral alerarion > and.we are Feces about 3: 
which cannot bur bring Ruine to the, Land, eſpecially when men of 'under- 
ſtandingiand piery-are {hur our. verſe 4. with Chap'29, 27. Itsa peu pouit and! 
A—_ declyningand forſaking the Law,of God when men Praiſe the wic-- 
ed:,: Change their Names thou lirhey rhemſclyes be nor Clianged , and Leave: 

it contending with:them.or Ng Againſt them, and doe rather plead for 
rhe! Bar:Godly thenghar keep rhe Lyw Goorend with;iſcoumrenancs th Land: 
>them;As DAVID-I hare them thar hate thee, and earneſtly conreqd with: 

them Thus they'are keprfrom parking with och x mens fins, Ver'5;Irs not ves 

oh un 

car 


likely ; that all rhe ungodly ſhould. now unde the duty.ofthe times anddi 

cern the right: way , and, rhat. ſo. many thar fear God. ,underſtand itnor,, ſeing: 
the Loxds ſecrer:is revealed torhem Pſal. 25. 14: Verſe 6,7. A.poor man, and! 
weak:means if-chey: be of upright men , are beter and ſttonger than manie: 
richagd: ſtrong perverrters;, A-companian.. of evil .men.. and a keeper © of the- 
Law. aggree nos in ene perſogy, 05006 8 @ honour, a $=5a a*ſhame tro all: 
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'rion, autres af $a rurno- bd ptheiomey & from! {obedience its the _ | 
Law,who contrare to it. Vers To; Theſe Cunning and crafty 'menthac bave. 
enticed ſome Godly'men , arid Ted 'them on the" preſenr Courſe hall rhem- 
ſelves ſmarr for ir, when the Godly ſeduced hall ſce er gool Me oy r- allthis. 
Verſe 12, When: wicked mew haye Power and? men hifle and 
Hocirs chemfelyes from fach 'a*Con rion/or rAﬀembly: of che wicked. See 
. Io: 10, It,” Should we thus chooſe 'our: oun” Plague; Tyranny, Op» 
pe on, "Calamity andMiſery : and caſt away our- _— lorie? Then vers Ig. 
penrance requires true and [n y  paurres Confeſfion , real forſaking'; If 
both'rtheſe joyn'nor, its but a Covering 'and hyding of fin. If a manconfels 
$28 yer. ilk and Continue i in them, he is bur ufing his Confeſſion;asa Cov 
ng.to terain; his fins'* and ſuch ſhall nor find mercy of 'God, or Row 
Ne re men. Vers14; frs rior fo deſpiſable a thing eo fearalway, and to 
jealous of fin as'tr' is now made 5 A4ts counred a reproach ro have any' ceriapdes 
at. the reſent Courſe : 'But' happie is he thar abſtaineth from all appearance of 


evil; Buthe that cniboldnert himſelf,” and wilt nor Quoſtion any rhing ma- 
kes for: amonges falls-inro miſchief. Vers 15-17, Shews the Lamentable 
) 


Condition ofa people nnder wicked Rulers, 'rhey are beaſtand-nor: —_— ro- 
mnerhypeaplo.nſp ially "rowards the beſt. Dan. 71415. Zep. Fo Eo, vers 27. How 
th. that aggree wi ing offbloody men » -of our 


ting: for their _ 
ome unity” vt od. gedonig er 2 © Are rhey'inot , by rhe©appointmenr: of . -. 
Gods Ns "ordait Re Mn andhaſt to ir Should: 'anythenſtap rhem? 
{hould, they nor. then far leſs employ chem. ? And"(vers:24.) It:'it be 
ſo heinons to take our Farkiets"ggods upon rhis \prerence;, 'becauſe- they are / 
our 'oun; how much more facriledpe is'it'totob God ofhisIncereſts > and give 
over his money to bankruprs, and fay irs no rranigreflion'to 'rob rhe: Land: of + 
its 'Pefenge, and make'them naked, as*3 a bet -his pon "arr ne pe ir 
| is murther. "vers £8; and Chup,"25: 
GTP 'W/e-have farfaken our*om'm we gol 
ores d qut yes" tn chooſing our onn” Le, 
POL 04" withall. © Chap. bp 2 We" t <3 
o providence for, che of Aﬀociarion'wit 
relyuP uniſbed for it';*, and 0 banker 
Jarations and Fafts , yerto har 
RG dion aug thar withour Reme 
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and their rongue as a ſharpſword, And then vers 12,13, 20, Deſcrives ourEnemies, 
the Invaders. They think themſelves Godly and Righreous, pet are not pur- 
from rheir filrhineſſe. They are given up to ſtrong delufiens to believe 
es; and rhere is no lie greater than this, that they are-a Godly Party in £3.44 
©. a Godly Cauſe and way. They wipe their mouth after all their bloodſhed, 
...-...and fayes » 1 have done no evil : They waſh their hands as Pilate , as if they 
.- were free of rhe blood of rheſe Juſt men.» whoſe ſouls cry under the | 
Altar. Vers 21,22, 23. Ir is a burthen to the world and a plague to man- 
kind > when ſervants, unworthy_men , and perſons anfir. for high places are 
-ſerin Authority , and when wicked men have their defire of and hoe - 
- Nour (Chap. 19: 10.) And when an odious woman, or men of hatefull Vi- 
= ious diſpoſitions comes to preferment and are eſpouſed by a Stare. Noughr \ 
they were. while alone , bur. worſe.now when they have inco the bed | 
and boſome of the State. Her Roots was noughr before : - but now ſhe is 
[rank mould > and will ſhoot forth her unſavoury branches and bloſ- 
ton and quality 2, fer their Maſters uſhered oor , and they become Heirs , 
qleaſt poſſeffors.of the Inherirance or Truſt. Vers 33 Shews , how neceſlarly 
'war;and Contention follow upon unneceffary provocatians by word or deed, | 
-zuch as we have given many to os; though indeed iy ber ar moe. _ 
:Andlaitly, Chap. 31: 20, 26, $1. Shews how wordand work go together: T4 
"and men ſhould be cſteemed and'praifed according torheir worksand fruit of 12 
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